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A PRISONER ‘OF TEXAS 


How DUSTY § RHODES . 
DISGRACED WRESTLING 


"BAN THE FIGURE-FOUR 
LEGLOCK!"’ 


When | planned to 


retire before 


this is the business that made it 


Starting with borrowed money, Duraclean gave 
me the opportunity for financial security...In eight 
years | sold out at a profit and retired. 


“Not until I was forty did I make up my mind 
that I was going to retire before ten years had 
passed. I knew I couldn’t do it on a salary, no 
matter how good. I knew I couldn’t do it work- 
ing for others. It was perfectly obvious to me 
that I had to start a business of my own. But 
that posed a problem, What kind of business? 
Most of my money was tied up. Temporarily 
I was broke. But, when I found the business I 
wanted I was able to start it for a small 
amount of borrowed money. 

“To pyramid this investment into retire- 
ment in less than ten years seems like magic, 
but in my opinion any man in good health who 
has the same ambition and drive that moti- 
vated me, could achieve such a goal. Let me 
give you a little history. 

“T finished high school at the age of 18 and 
got a job as a shipping clerk. My next job was 
butchering at a plant that processed boneless 
beef. Couldn’t see much future there. Next, 
I got a job as a Greyhound Bus Driver. The 
money was good. The work was pleasant, but I 
couldn’t see it as leading to retirement. 
Finally I took the plunge and went into busi- 
ness for myself. 

“I managed to raise enough money with my 
savings to invest in a combination motel, 
restaurant, grocery, and service station. It 
didn’t take long to get my eyes opened. In 
order to keep that business going my wife and 
I worked from dawn to dusk, 20 hours a day, 
seven days a week. Putting in all those hours 
didn’t match my idea of independence and it 
gave me no time for my favorite sport—golf! 
Finally we both agreed that I should look for 
something else. 

“T found it. Not right away. I investigated a 
lot of businesses offered as franchises. | felt 


that I wanted the guidance of an experienced 
company —wanted to have the benefit of the 
plans that had brought success to others, plus 
the benefit of running my own business under 
an established name that had national recog- 
nition. 

“Most of the franchises offered were too 
costly for me. Temporarily all my capital was 
frozen in the motel. But I found that the 
Duraclean franchise offered me exactly what 
I had been looking for. 

“T could start for a small amount. (Today, 
only $3488 starts a Duraclean dealership. 
Another option is a $11,588 full cash invest- 
ment, and if you qualify, Duraclean can work 
out financing for half this amount). I could 
work it as a one-man business to start, and 
operate from my home. No office or shop or 
other overhead, no salaries to pay. Equipment 
would fit in my car trunk. (I bought the truck 
later, out of profits). Best of all, there was no 
ceiling on my earnings. I could build a busi- 
ness as big as my ambition and energy dic- 
tated. I could put on as many men as I needed 
to cover any volume. I could make a profit on 
every man working for me. And I could build 
little by little, or as fast as I wished. 

“So, I started. I took the wonderful training 
furnished by the company. When I was ready I 
followed the simple plan outlined in the train- 
ing. During the first period I did all the service 
work myself. By doing it my- 
self, I could make much more 
per hour than I had ever 
made on a salary. Later, I 
would hire men, train them, 
pay them well, and still - 
make an hourly profit on 
their time that made my idea 


© Duracieain 


fifty 


possible. ~ 


of retirement possible—I had joined the coun- 
try club and now I could play golf whenever I 
wished. 

“What is this wonderful business? It’s 
Duraclean. And what is Duraclean? It’s an 
improved, space-age process for cleaning up- 
holstered furniture, rugs and tacked down 
carpets. It not only cleans but it enlivens and 
sparkles up the colors. It does not wear down 
the fiber or drive dirt into the base of the rug 
as machine scrubbing does. Instead it lifts out 
the dirt by means of an absorbent dry foam. 

“Furniture dealers and department stores 
refer their customers to the Duraclean 


Specialist. Insurance men say Duraclean can — 


save them money on fire claims. Hotels, 
motels, specialty shops and big stores make 
annual contracts for keeping their carpets and 
furniture fresh and clean. 

“Well, that’s the business I was able to start 
with such a small investment. That’s the 
business I built up over a period of eight years. 
And, that’s the business I sold out at a sub- 
stantial profit before I was fifty.” 

Would you like to taste the freedom and 
independence enjoyed by Mr. Haikey? You 
can. Let us send you the facts. Mail the 
coupon, and you'll receive all the details, abso- 
lutely without obligation. No salesman will 
ever call on you. When you receive our illus- 
trated booklet, you’ll learn how we show you 
STEP BY STEP how to get customers; and 
how to have your customers get you more cus- 
tomers from their recommendations. This is 
an opportunity for a career you will enjoy far 
more than a routine job. You make many 
friends who appreciate your quality servicés. 

With no obligation, we'll 
mail you a 32-page booklet 


Then you, and you alone, in 
the privacy of your home, can 
decide. Don’t delay. Get the 
facts before your location is 
taken by someone else. Mail 
the coupon, now. 


explaining the business?’ 


A true story 
by John B. Haikey 


These successful Duraclean 
Specialists began by sending for 
the FREE BOOKLET: 


“We started with one person and a helper. Today my 
wife and | have our own Duraclean building with six 
full-time servicemen and four trucks . . . we're able to do 
the things most people can't afford to do.” 

Jerry Burns, Florida 


“I'd had absolutely no business experience. In just one 
week, Duraclean gave me the training, the superior 
services and business know-how to make good! Today, 
I'm the enthusiastic owner of a successful business.” 

Bob Greenwaltt, Illinois 


“What | enjoy most is the freedom | have from 8 to 5 
routine work. It’s a great feeling to be independent, to be 
proud of my company and to know my service is the very 
best there is.” 

Lois Berger, Michigan 


“In Duraclean you have a complete organization. For 
over 50 years, they've been in business. A great history 
of success. If you're having problems, just telephone and 
they will help you . .. an unusually good, caring 
organization.” 

Jim McNaughton, Canada 


¢P> Duraclean 


Wadley International 


The First step—send 
for FREE Booklet today 


Duraclean International 

3-965 Duraclean Bidg. Deerfield, IL 60015 

WITHOUT OBLIGATION send free booklet that tells how | 
can have a Duraclean business. No salesman will call. 
PLEASE PRINT 


Name 


Address 


City 
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In just a short time, you can be ready” 
fo join one of the fastest growing indus- 
tries in America...an industry where 
qualified men are making from $10.00 to 
$15.00 per hour...and that’s just for labor. 
Parts, engines and accessories add even 
more to the profits. 


Because the smal engine siting has 
grown so quickly, an acute shortage of 
qualified Small Engine Professionals exists 
throughout the country. In fact, it’s not 
unusual for a good small engine man to be 
three to four weeks behind in the summer 
and at least a week behind in the winter. 
When you see how many small engines 
are in use today, it’s easy to understand 
why qualified men command such high 
prices—as much as $17.50 for a simple 
tune-up that takes less than an hour! 


in SMALL ENGINE | 
service and repair 


Start your own money 


65-million small engines 
are in service today! 


That’s right — there are over sixty-five 
million 2-cycle and 4-cycle small engines 
in service across the U.S.A. That’s the 
official count from the Engine Service 
Assn., and new engines are being built at 
a rate of one-million per month! With 
fully accredited and approved 
Foley-Belsaw training, you can soon 
have the skill and knowledge to make top 
money servicing these engines. Home- 
owners and businessmen will seek you 
out and pay you well to service and re- 
pair their lawnmowers, tillers, edgers, 
power rakes, garden tractors, chain 
saws, mini-bikes, go-carts, snowmo- 
biles, generators, snowblowers, paint 
sprayers... the list is almost endless. 


~ No experience necessary. 


You don’t need to be a ‘born mechanic’ 
or have prior experience. If you can read, 
you can master this profitable trade right 
at home, in your sparetime, without miss- 
ing a single paycheck. Lessons are fully 
illustrated—so clear you can’t go wrong. 


Tonk ann) send TODAY 


equipment with your courses 
—and it's Yours to KEEP! 


for this 
fact-filled 


FREE 


; q BEAT INFLATION! 


Cash in on the 
huge demand for 
small engine repair. 


Work part time, full time 
right at home- we help you 
every step of the way. 


G 


You receive trade secrets 
and business plans. 


We guide you every step of the way, 
including tested and proven instructions 
on how to get business, what to charge, 
how to get free advertising, where to get 
supplies wholesale...all the “tricks of 
the trade”’. . . all the inside facts you need 
to assure success right from the start, 


Increased Income 
“I've @ad about 8 
years experience 
repairing small en- 


gines... but re- 
pairs were only 
minor... until I 
started the Foley- 
Belsaw Course.” Walter H. Strick 
Campbell, California 
With our famous ‘learn-by-doing’ train- 
ing method, you get practical ‘hands-on’ 
experience with specialized tools and 
equipment that you'll receive with your 
training plus a brand-new 4HP engine— 
all yours to keep! 


SEND FOR FREE FACTS! 


You risk nothing by accepting this 
offer to find out how Foley-Belsaw 
training can give you the skills you need 
to increase your income in a high-profit, 
recession-proof business of your own. 


Just fill in and mail coupon below (or 
send postcard) to receive full information 
and details by return mail. DO IT TODAY! 


FOLEY-BELSAW INSTITUTE of 


SMALL ENGINE REPAIR 
50186 Field Bldg., Kansas City, MO. 64111 


There is NO OBLIGATION and 
NO SALESMAN Will Call—ever! 


BOOKLET! 


FOLEY-BELSAW INSTITUTE 50186 FIELD BUILDING 


KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64111 


1 YES, please send me the FREE booklet that 
gives full details about starting my own business in 
Small Engine Repair. | understand there is no obligation 
and that no salesman will call. 


HORSEPOWER 
ENGINE... 
YOURS TO 


fellsethioweryousiquickiiy 8s Wane: 
train to be your own boss 
‘ in a profitable Sparetime Address —— = 
or Fulltime business of 
your own PLUS complete City. =~ = 
details on our 10-Day 
NO RISK Trial Offer! y State. —— Zip 


MIL MASCARAS’ DECISION 


Mil Mascaras has always been 
my favorite wrestler. I can’t thank 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
enough for reporting the 
story of Mil’s difficult career 
decision and the possibility of his 
turning rulebreaker (‘‘Mil 
Mascaras’ Home Address! How 
You Can Write To Him...And 
Save His Career,” April 1983). I 
have already written to Mil and let 
him know how I feel. | hope he 
always remains the honorable 
superb example of excellence he 
has been for years. 

JOYCE HERSEY 
San Francisco 


Big deal; “Save Mil Mascaras’ 
Career.’ Listen, if Mascaras 
wasn’t such a weakling, he would 
have turned to rulebending years 
ago. He’s got all the skills and 
abilities of a champion, and he’s 
got moves that no man in the 


Bob Backlund hits Superstar Graham with a chair before a WWF title match. 
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Exclusive: f: S 


MIL MASCARAS' | 
HOME ADDRESS! 


Write To Him... 
ye And Save His Career 


world can match. A few come 
close: Tiger Mask and Jimmy 
Snuka come to mind. But there 
again, those guys are trying to 
remain scientific wrestlers. The 
junior heavyweight division lacks 
any real talent, so it’s no surprise 
that Tiger Mask holds both the 
WWE and NWA belts. Snuka 
refused to remain a rulebender, 


PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 
welcomes readers' comments on 
any of our stories or columns. 
Send your letters to: 
BETWEEN FALLS 
Box 48 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


and that’s the main reason he 
doesn't have Backlund’s title 
today. If Mascaras would change 
his ways, he’d have a major 
championship belt around his 
waist inside of a month. 

PHIL ROGERS 

Albany, NY 


My warmest thanks to Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated for printing 
my story. I have already received 
more than 1,000 letters from con- 
cerned fans all over the world, 
and more letters arrive each day. 
They are overwhelmingly in sup- 
port of my remaining with the 
style I’ve used for these many 
years. | feel as if a great weight is 
off of my shoulders. Thank you 
PWI, and thank you fans, for 
helping me through this troubled 
time. You have all helped me 
tremendously. 

MIL MASCARAS 
Mexico 


BACKLUND'S STYLE CHANGE 
An open letter to Bob Backlund: 
Over the past years, you’ve 
wrestled against the most powerful 
men in the sport. You’ve shown 
tremendous skill and ability. But 
since men such as Jimmy 
“Superfly” Snuka and Superstar 
Billy Graham entered the WWF, 
you've gone through a tremen- 
dous change: Your ability and skill 
has turned to hatred and bloodlust. 
You've sneak-attacked Billy Gra- 
ham. You've wrestled in a very dif- 
ferent style. Your change has 
(Continued on page 52) 
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BIG MUSCLES ? teins 
dan 7 days MADE A MAN 


] 
OUT OF ‘MAC 
my method of DYNAMIC-TENSION starts giving you results HEY! Quit mcxinG_) 
you can feel and your friends will notice. Big, useful \ twat SANO'N | 
muscles. Gain pounds in weight where needed. 


Lose “pot belly.” Take a good honest look at your- 

self! Are you proud of your body — or are you satisfied 

to go through life being just “half the man” you could be? 

No matter how ashamed you are of your present physi- WZ 
cal condition — or how old or young you are — the 

“sleeping” muscles already present in your body can Vz 
turn you into a REAL man! Believe me, I know ' 
— because I was once a skinny, scrawny 97-pound v 
half-alive weakling! People used to laugh at my 
build and make fun of me. I was ashamed to 


strip for sports or the beach . . . shy of girls 
... afraid of healthy competition. 


HOW | CHANGED FROM A 
97 LB. WEAKLING TO A REAL MAN. 


One day, I discovered a secret that 

changed me from a timid, frightened 
scarecrow into “The World’s Most 

Perfectly Developed Man” — a “magic £ 
formula” that can help turn you, too, Li o~ 

into a marvellous physical specimen 

...a REAL man from head to toe... 

a man who STANDS OUT in any crowd! 

What’s my secret? “DYNAMIC-TENSION” — 

the natural method! No theory. No gadgets or 
contraptions, You just do as I did. Simply take the 
“sleeping” muscles already present inside your own body 
— build them up —‘use them every day in walking, 
bending over, reaching, even sitting! Almost before 
you know it, you’re covered with a brand-new suit of 
beautiful, rock-hard SOLID MUSCLE! 


SEND FOR FREE BOOK AND 7 DAY TRIAL OFFER. 


WIN THIS 
VALUABLE 
TROPHY 


dee —_—_— 


(DARN IT! 1M SICK ANO TIRED OF ; 


So sure am I of how fast ‘‘Dynamic-Tension’’ Gifts 

works that I make this offer to you. Try my course for every 

for 7 days and in even that short period of time you Pupil. Govt BENT TARUATEAR LONG?Te 
will have results that not only you can feel, but your Outline DO THIS FOR ME! wHaT MUSCLES! rear 
friends will notice, or it costs you nothing. Send courses in BULLY WONT SHOVE ME AROUND AGAIN! 


for my free book. WRITE NOW! 
CHARLES ATLAS Dept £218 
49 W. 23rd St., New York, N.Y. 


DO YOU WANT... 


JIU JITSU~KARATE, 
BOXING» WRESTLING, 
FEATS OF STRENGTH, 
HAND BALANCING 


MAGNETIC 
A ae BIG ARM MUSCLES? POWERFUL LEGS? PERSONALITY? 
a ran THERE'S THAT BIG STIFF AGAIN) 
| OG 2 2 SHOWING OFF IN FRONT OF 
ia 3: 1 vm BY GRACE AND THE CROWD. 
4 \ i y y <7, welt rs MY TURN 5 
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THIS TIME! 


HERE'S THE KIND 
OF BODY | WANT 


(1 MORE MUSCLE © 
—BIGGER CHEST 


O BIG ARM 


CHARLES ATLAS Dept. E218 
49 W. 23rd St., New York, N.Y. 10010 . 


Show me how **Dynamic-Tension"’ can make 
me anew man, Send your famous 32-page 
MUSCLES FREE book, and-details, of your 7 Day Trial 


Offer. No obligation. 
CI TIRELESS LeGs ‘acs "sala 


Boo 
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PERSONALITY " 
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OC MORE WEIGHT In England send to 
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Pedro Morales openly discusses his defeat to Magnificent Muraco with Stu 


Saks in the Madison Square Garden dressing room. Morales is professional 


enough to be able to deal with defeat. 


HE PRESS ROW at Madison 

Square Garden was practi- 
cally empty. There was a match 
going on in the ring, an 
important match. Tony Garea 
and Eddie Gilbert were battling 
The Samoans in a match that 
would have a great deal of 
influence on the WWF tag 
team ratings. 
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But the match would receive 
little, if any, press coverage. 


HRE 


‘“‘One more shot, Mr. 
Muraco,’’ a photographer 
shouted at the man who just 
minutes earlier had defeated 
Pedro Morales for the Inter- 
continental championship. 


By Stu Saks 


“Only this time, hold the belt 


‘real high!’ 


Muraco granted the photog- 
rapher his request. In_ fact, 
Muraco displayed an incredible 
amount of patience for a man 
who had just spent some of the 
most grueling minutes of his 
career in the ring with one of 
wrestling’s immortal. super- 
stars. He hadn't even reached 
his private dressing room when 
reporters and photographers 
cornered him in the backstage 
corridor and began firing 
questions and flashbulbs. 

| was standing a few feet away 
from the crowd while my 
colleagues Bill Apter and Craig 
Peters did all the dirty work. 
Later, the three of us would have 
the opportunity to sit down with 
the new champion and get an 
exclusive interview (‘Press 
Conference,” page 24). 

At the moment, my thoughts 
were not on Muraco, but on the 
former champion. | somehow 
managed to get Craig's attention 
in the crowd and indicated by 
pounding my left fist against my 
chest and then scribbling on my 
notepad that | was going to the 
other side of the Garden 
dressing room area to try to get 
an interview with Pedro. | think 
Craig understood my sign 
language. 

(Continued.on page 54) 


Start your own money making business! 


Make up to*12£2 an hour— 
even while learning! 7.205" 


Get into this booming high-profit business that’s 
Easy to learn —Easy to do—Easy on You! 


Never before have money-making opportunities been so No Extré included With Your 
great for qualified Locksmiths. Now lucrative regular Cost Locksmith Training 
lock and key business has multiplied a thousandfold as BURGLAR 
millions seek more protection against zooming crime. ALARM 
Yet there's only one Locksmith for every 17,000 people! end SECURITY 
Start Collecting CASH PROFITS Right Away dati is! 

You're “in business" ready to earn $5 to $12.50 an hour aie ones 
a few days after you begin Foley - Belsaws shortcut Burglar, Hold-Up 
training. Take advantage of today's unprecedented op- and Fire Alarm 
portunities “in locksmithing for year-round EXTRA stallation. Thre 
INCOME in spare time — or fulltime in a high-profit valuable and 
business of your own. Hundreds we've trained have done 

it So can YOU! All tools plus professional Key Machine 


timely instruction 
inciudes all special tools and 
supplies. ONLY Foley-Belsaw offers 


given you with course. These plus practice materials and such extensive training in this 
equipment, plus simple, illustrated lessons, plus expert su- rapidly expanding field as a part of 
Pervision, plus business-building guidance will enable your Locksmith training 
you to KEEP THE MONEY COMING IN! {deal for retire - ADVANCED Locksmithing! 
ment — good jobs, too How to change maples ch ear iN 
SEND FOR EXCITING FACTS—No Obligation Buk oaleibenealt Gon 
Discover what's in Locksmithing for you — how Foley-Belsaw’s Master You learn-by-doing on the locks 
Locksmith-approved training can we you the skill you can depend on that we supply. You'll find it 
to EARN MORE — ENJOY LIFE M' fascinating and highly profitable 


Hundreds of Foley-Belsaw trained men = ae ALL ae 7 
have succeeded in this fascinating ej 8 td ue ae ato eed es 


and highly profitable field . 


“Before enrolling I checked 
other courses and also asked 
Sor advice from several 

locksmiths in my area. They 
all said yours was tops 
and has the most 


: This Pro Key a 

Z Machine can alone 
add up to $200 a 

month to your income.. 


THIS PRO KEY 
MACHINE IS 


‘Tae Qe” and it won't cost - 
poe YOURS TO KEEP! < ny extra with soLivcleg 
“I always Find out all ‘About it! s it! Send for FREE Facts TODAY! 


wanted to be in 


Just fill in and mail coupon below (or ante cM a. ee 
RUSH ~~ — FOLEY-BELSAW INSTITUTE 


~ business for myself send postcard) to receive full information 

ne - lam... and details by return mail. DOITTODAY! COUPON! x18 cies Bidg., Kansas City, Mo. 64111 
anks to 2 

Pale Bea There is NO OBLIGATION and NO SALESMAN Will Call—ever! 
nstitute. 


David Fairbrother—Dave’s Locksmith Service t RUSH COUPON TODAY 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53209 FOR THIS FACT-FILLED 


“I opened my own business, spare 
time, seven months after I enrolled and 


made a profit of $329 for the first week.” 


B. A. Deberry Littleton, Colorado | BOOKLET! ] 


“No more hard, nasty work for me. Tells how you quickly 
Now I have my own business and with train bar oe boss 
hardly any effort I average around $50 ia Prot tare Spacetime: 


Name 

R Address | 
ote or Fulltime business of 
a day. Thanks for my new start in life.” “Fe PLUS let 
Sam Walker Prichard, Alabama ing 10. Day 


City 
details on our 10-Day 
««s YOU Can Do It Too! 


FOLE¥BELSAW INSTITUTE 

10185 FIELD BUILDING ae 
KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64111 

C YES, please send me the FREE booklet that 
gives full details about starting my own business in 
Locksmithing. | understand there is no obligation 
and that no salesman will call. 
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O FAR, NOBODY has been 

able to bodyslam Big John 
Studd. But Fred Blassie is getting 
nervous. For the first time since 
Studd’s manager offered $500 to 
the man who. can bodyslam_ his 
6710”, 365-pound wrestler, adding 
another $500 to the pot for each 
man who fails, Blassie is consider- 


Jack Brisco, his back to the mat, tosses Dory Funk Jr. to the canvas during a 
1974 match in St. Louis. The inevitable has finally come to pass: Brisco and 


Funk have renewed their bitter feud. 


ing calling off the contest. My 
sources say Andre the Giant will 


definitely. accept the challenge, but 


he is presently biding his time, 
waiting for the kitty to grow. 

He wears a mask and calls him- 
self ‘‘The Champ.”’ He is wrestling 
in the Mid-Atlantic region and has 
pledged himself to help Piper’s Pal- 


RINGSIDE- 


With Bill Apter 


ace. There is no clue as to his iden- 
tity, but Piper couldn’t care less. 
‘All that matters is that he hates 
Rooster Humperdink and _his 
men.’ Roddy says. Our spies in 
Charlotte, North Carolina, suspect 
that the man under the mask is a 
revenge-seeking former member of 
the House of Humperdink. 

It was only a matter of time be- 
fore it happened. Jack Brisco and 
Dory Funk Jr., whose feud dates 
back to the early-’70s, are at it 
again. The two are battling regular- 


Thus far, no one has been able to 
bodyslam John Studd. Stuntman and 
former wrestler Steve Vaughan, who 
attempted to slam Studd recently in 
“PWI’s” photo studio in New York 
City, failed to collect the pot. 
ly in the Carolinas, and, just like a 
decade ago, neither can get a clear- 
cut victory over the other. 
“Jack Brisco is as good as he 
ever was,’ Dory Funk Jr. surpris- 
(Continued on page 56) 


Skinny Men and Women 


@At last, the weight gain program that you’ve been waiting for. If 
you've tried everything you could think of... and tried... and tried... 
and couldn’t gain weight, Body Builder-P is for you! 


@ If you've been waiting for the right weight gain product, the one that 
will work with your body (not against it) to put on extra pounds as fast 
as you possibly can, Body Builder-P is for you! 


of weight, Body Builder-P is for you! 
FOR WOMEN 


Think about it... knobby legs... flat chest... 
less hips... sunken in face. . . the list goes on! 

Why worry and hide in baggy clothes when you 
could be showing off a beautiful body! You'll see 
what a difference Body Builder-P can make in just 
one week! You can look forward to those feminine 
curves. . . see the seductive new you blossom right 
before your eyes... and just as important. . .right 
before his eyes too! 
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WOMEN —If you picked the curva- 
ceous, full figured body, but right now 
your chest is too flat, your legs are too 
thin, and your hips don’t exist, Body 
Builder-P will change your life! 


THIN and BONY to 
BODY BEAUTIFUL 


YOU HAVE 
EVERYTHING 
TO GAIN! 


Body Builder-P is used to gain weight (not fat) 
and build body mass as part of the exercise pro- 
gram of champion bodybuilders. Imagine what it 
will do for you, whether you need curves or 
muscles. 

This high powered natural food supplement con- 
tains rich protein, concentrated and fortified with 
12 vitamins and 7 minerals, as well as all 8 essential 
amino acids. It blends into a delicious shake with 
juice or milk. And, it gives you added energy and 
leaves you feeling great! 

You'll be amazed! This incredible formula goes 
to work immediately. Start to see results THE 
VERY FIRST DAY! In just a few days, you'll be 
looking at yourself in the mirror and you’ ll start to 
understand the incredible power of Body Builder- 
P! Then you'll get on the scale and realize that 
you've added pounds and pounds of impressive. 
attractive flesh. 

So, don’t wait even one more minute. Order 
your Body Builder-P NOW! If for any reason 
you're not 100% satisfied, simply return the un- 
used portion within 30 days for a prompt refund 
(less p&h, of course), NO QUESTIONS ASKED! 
Don’t delay. Mail in the coupon today! 


Chris Sabatino, 1981, Class 1 NBA, Teenage Mr. America 

“Twas down to 135 Ibs. of skin and bone when 
I built up 37 Ibs. of muscle and became a cham- 
pion. Now, you can use my Body Builder-P as 
part of your exercise program to gain weight and 
put some flesh on those bones. Girls, add curves, 
fill out, and get the figure you always wanted. 
Men, add inches of muscle and get an impressive 
manly body. You can do it! But don’t wait. Order 
NOW! 


GAIN WEIGHT FAST! 


with BODY BUILDER-P 
THE THINNER YOU ARE, THE MORE YOU HAVE TO GAIN! 


The fact is, Body Builder-P is for anyone 
who has ever wanted or needed to gain weight 
... because it’s easy, because it’s fast, because 
it’s safe and most important of all because it 
works! 

With Body Builder-P, you'll put on pounds 
faster than you ever dreamed possible. Now, 
@ If you just need to gain a few pounds, or you really need to puton alot there’s no reason to wait and suffer the em- 

: barassment of being too thin for one minute 
longer! 
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FOR MEN 

Spindly legs...weakling arms...scrawny 
chest...don't suffer when you can do something 
about it and become the man you want to be. 

Women love men with some “meat on their 
bones.” And you'll feel a new sense of pride and 
self confidence when your fantastic full, mascu- 
line body appears quickly...right before your 
eyes...and just as important. ..right before her 
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MEN—TIf you picked the handsome, 

manly body, but right now you look like a 


skinny weakling, Body Builder-P will 
make you the man you want to be! 


©1982 The Body Shoppe. Inc. 111 Brook St. Scarsdale, N-Y. 10583 


The Body Shoppe. Inc. Dept.PST310 
P.O. Box 1046, Scarsdale, N.Y. 10583 


] Yes, I want to gain weight fast! Rush my Body Builder- 
P as indicated below. If 1am not 100% satisfied, I can 
| return the unused portion within 30 days for a prompt 

refund, NO QUESTIONS ASKED! My check or M.O. 
| is enclosed (NY & Ct. residents add sales tax) 


(0 #928, 7 day supply of Body Builder-P at $12.95 + 
$1.75 p&h (Total: $14.70) 


(1) #9282, 14 day supply of Body Builder-P at $21.95 
+$2.65 p&h (Total: $24.60) 


| (1 #9283, 21 day supply of Body Builder-P at $29.95 
+ $2.95 p&h (Total: $32.90) 


Mr. Mrs. 
| Miss Ms. 


| Address 
| City 
State 


* 
|~ 


| Account # 


Zip 


M.C. ( VISA (min. $20) Expir. date 


By Peter King 


Former Olympian Bob Roop applies a front chancery on Ted DiBiase during a 
match in New Orleans. Many experts believe Roop’s unwillingness to stay in 
one area for any length of time has cost him his chance for a major title. 


HE FILM WAS faded and ob- 

viously amateurishly shot. At 
first, because of the herky-jerky 
motion of the hand-held 8mm 
camera, it was difficult to see what 
was happening. Soon, however, the 
eye was able to follow the action. 
A young, tremendously. strong ath- 
lete wearing a Michigan State Uni- 
versity wrestling suit was over- 
whelming his opponent. 

“Home movies,’’ Bob Roop said 
quietly, even though the film had 
no sound. ‘‘God, I really didn’t 
know what I was doing there. This 
was shot during my freshman year 
in college.’”” We were in Roop’s ho- 
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tel room a few miles west of Atlan- 
ta. Everywhere Roop travels, he 
brings along a projector and some 
old filmclips of himself in action. 
Roop leaned closer to the white 
wall on which the film was being 
projected. 

“Watch this, watch this!’’ he 
shouted excitedly. ‘‘Watch how I 
finish this guy off.’ The match 
ended when Roop used his great 
strength to lift his opponent into a 
suplex and then cradle ‘him. The 
referee slapped the mat once, which 
in amateur wrestling signifies a pin. 
Roop rose to his feet with a look 
of smug satisfaction on his face. 


Even then, as an 18-year-old stu- 
dent, Bob Roop was something 
different. 

Roop got up and started to re- 
wind the film. While he was doing 
this, I looked at some notes about 
Roop’s career that I had brought 
with me. 

Roop left Michigan State to join 
the Army, where he continued to 
wrestle. After his stint in the ser- 
vice, he enrolled in the University 
of Southern Illinois. 

‘The experience I picked up in 
the Service was invaluable,’ Roop 
said. ‘‘I came back to college and | 
was older and meaner than any of 
my opponents. It was then that I 
learned that wrestling is more than 
strength and speed and desire. It’s 
intelligence and experience, too. I 
became one of the best amateur 
wrestlers .in the history of this 
country.” 

The high point of Roop’s ama- 
teur career came when he won the 
National AAU championship and a 
berth on the 1968 U.S. Olympic 
squad. He remains justly proud of 
those achievements. 

‘How many times do you turn 
on wrestling and hear the announc- 
er discuss this guy’s or that guy’s 
amateur credentials?’ Roop asked 
as he placed the film reel back in 
its box. ‘Every damn week,” he 
said, answering his own question. 
“T hear that Tommy Rich was a 
great amateur. Or that Paul Orn- 
dorff was a super wrestler in col- 
lege. Or that Bob Backlund was 
unbeatable. How many Olympics 
did they compete in? None. How 
many AAU heavyweight titles did 
they win? None. But do you ever 
hear Gordon Solie or any of those 
guys discussing my achievements? 
Of course not.” 

Roop sat down and _ stared 
straight ahead. I could tell he was 
getting very angry at the thought of 
being slighted all these years. And 
it’s true that many men who don’t 
have anything near the wrestling 
credentials that Bob Roop has have 

(Continued on page 58) 


“There is nothing wrong with feeling food, but 


feeling too good can be a crime, that is, if you take your 


pleasure from prescribed or unprescribed substances.” 


A NATURAL 


LIFT! 


Energy @® Stamina @ Feeling of well being 
A Report on L-2000” - The Safe Alternative. 


O There is nothing wrong with feeling good, but feeling 
too good can be acrime, thatis, if you take your pleasure 
from prescribed substances. 

But what if | told you that you could purchase a pill - 
without prescription — that increased mental alertness 
and decreased hunger and fatigue? What if | mention- 
ed further that the substance in the pill is 100 percent 
organic? You would probably be as skeptical as | was 
when | recently learned of L-2000™. 

Lapsang, o variety of the shrub thea sinensis, grows 
wild in Assan as a tree of considerable size with leaves 
somewhat larger than those of the shrubby form culti- 
vated in China. In China, thea sinensis (L-2000™) has 
been grown for 4,000 years or more. The shrub was 
introduced into Japan during the 13th Century, then into 
India, Ceylon and other parts of the East Indies toward 
the micd-19th Century. 

L-2000™ is prepared by cutting, drying and rolling the 
leaves of stems of the mature plant. The ancient Chinese 
aristocracy promised a feeling of 

1. Increased mental clarity 

2. Alertness and brighter spirits 

3. More aware and discriminating sensations 
4. Loss of appetite 

5. A surge of sustained energy 


In a symposium on the pharmacology and 
the physiological and psychological effects of 
|-2000™ (thea sinensis), Dr. Phillips Frohman, Ph.D.,.M.D. 
stated, “The ability of thea sinensis (L-2000™) to make 
life just a little more pleasant is unquestionable." It has 
been said that L-2000™ induces a state of consciousness 
midway between gently excitement and easy repose”... 
“The old and the young, the sick and\the well are 
capable of enjoying this soothing lift.” Wow! 

Apparently, |-2000™’s wondrous powers cure certain 
types of headaches, neuralgia, menstral distress and 
bowel complications. But the claims pale in comparison 
to its elevating effects. Despite the natural suspicion that 
nothing as promising as L-2000™ can be either available 
or harmless. M. Grieve — author of “A Modern Herbal", a 
classic reference source — confirms L-2000™’s potency. “It 
is a gentle excitant and serviceable where the brain is 
imitated or depressed by mental exertion, or where there 
is fatigue or exhaustion. 


L-2000™ has long been sold worldwide in many various 


forms. Recently, the fablet was introduced here in the 
United States and suddently L-2000™ took off. The Food 


and Drug Administration has adopted a wait-anc-see | 


attitude. 


But how do everyday perople react to this’ natural, 
miracle lift? Douglas B:. a Hollywood television director 
states, “I love -2000™. | first used Lapsang as a diet fo 
quickly lose 10 pounds but | soon discovered its (L- 
2000's) ability to give me unbelievable amount of 
energy during long shooting days. Now | keep L-2000™ 
with me all the time.” 

Daniel S.,an award-winning art director, says of -2000™, 
“This stuff gives me a lift! | mean really...it makes me feel 
great! How can | put it in any other words — my creativity 
level is always higher after | use L-2000™.” Phil L., a truck 
driver from Houston, Tex., relates, “All you get on the road 
is tired and fat. Now, | can drive longer and | don’t get 
jittery or nérvous, or get that heavy crash that you get 
from other kinds of pills if youknow what | mean.” Sheila 
G., actress and model, New York, N.Y. “Being a model, | 
have to constantly watch my weight. A couple of 
pounds over and I'm out of business. With L-2000™, !can 
eat less and work longer - really feeling up! It not only 
makes me feel good, if makes me look great.” Bonnie C.,, 
secretary, Chicago, Ill., says, "We all have had bad days 
at the office... my answer to those days is |-2000™. Laura 
P., a waitress in Boston, Mass., explains, “Working in a 
restaurant you tend to nibble all the time. One of my 
regular customers turned me on to L-2000™ when | was 
complaining about gaining weight...well, I'm not gain- 
ing weight anymore, because | don't feel like nibbling.” 

Of course, L-2000™, with all its newfound endorsement 
and controversy, is bound to meet the usual resistance 
from the major pharmaceutical’ companies. But, the 
Food and Drug Administration, which regulates and 
classifies such substances, will be hard-pressed to half 
classifies such substances, will be harc+pressed to halt 
the importation of this miracle leaf, -2000”. Remember 
-2000™ has been utilized and its benefits have been 
confirmed for over 4,000 years. That, in itself, is amazing, _ 

O 601-2000” Tablets $19.95 
© 120 l-2000™ Tablets $37.60 
D 180 L-2000" Tablets $52.50 
Add $2,00 Shipping & Processing 
Total Enclosed 
Send Check or Money Order (no C.0.D,) or charge to my 
ViSAQ = or MASTERCARD © 
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Nome___ 
Address 
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____ exp. date_ 


784 W. Oakland Park Bivd., Suite 290 Ft. Laud., FL 33344 


HAD JUST returned to my 

apartment, and I was feeling ex- 
tremely fatigued. It was Friday 
night, and I had just sat through 
an exhausting film at the Lincoln 
Plaza Cinemas. It was one of those 
foreign films that is so full of ideas 
and images that it is actually tiring 
to watch. I planned to turn in 
early. 

Before I got comfortable, I de- 
cided to check my telephone an- 
swering machine to see if there was 
anything urgent to attend to. 

The first message was from my 
friend Susan Sexton. You might re- 
member that Susan was a profes- 
sional wrestler awhile back. She 
now leads a rock ’n’ roll band 
called Susan Sexton and the Sizzlers 
that has played at a couple of New 
York’s trendier nightspots, The 
Ritz and Trax. Nothing urgent, just 
called to say hello. 

The next voice I heard shocked 
me. It sounded like Tony Garea. 
How would Tony have gotten my 
phone number, I thought. I had it 
changed and taken \out of the 
phone book after I had some trou- 
ble with an old boyfriend. I had to 
replay the tape, as I hadn’t been 
able to understand a word of the 
message. 

On the second listen, I realized 
he hadn’t really. said anything co- 
herent. He seemed to stumble over 
every word that came out of his 
mouth, and then he hung up, prac- 
tically in the middle of a sentence. 
Strange, I thought. Tony isn’t an 
insecure type. He’s usually very 
confident, a good interview. God 
knows he has a lot to be confident 
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calico Rates SY 
Eddie Gilbert aids his injured tag team partner, Tony Garea, in leaving 


BY LIZ HUNTER 


the ring. 


Tony feels he has been floundering in the WWF since Rick Martel went to the 
AWA and Gilbert began studying under Bob Backlund. 


about. He’s a world-class competi- 
tor and maybe the best tag team 
wrestler in the history of the sport. 

So, you could understand my 
surprise when five minutes later | 
was pouring two cups of tea. One 
was for Tony Garea. 

I had passed by my front door 
on the way to the kitchen when I 


heard a faint knocking. I would 
have dismissed it if I hadn’t heard 
it again as I passed again with my 
teacup. But there was Tony Garea 
standing outside my door as I 
looked through the peephole. 
I was reluctant to let him in. 
After all, I have to keep some dis- 
(Continued on page 62) 


Now-—enjoy a life of unbelievable riches, lasting love and constant 
protection with the secrets in this startling WITCH BOOK— 


THE MAGtc POWER OF WITCHCRAFT 


Whatever it is you need or want, Witchcraft can get it for you quickly, 
easily, and automatically, say these experts. You'll discover how it can bring 
abundant and overflowing wealth, find or bring back a lover, ward off evil in- 
fluences, and much more—step-by-step in plain English, with complete easy- 


to-follow instructions! 


Yes... Witchcraft! Every time you heat 
the word it brings with it the feelings of 
deep occult secrets—secrets that you would 
like to know so that your life can be better; 
so that your enemies will stop bothering 
your so that serenity, love, power and com- 
fort -an be yours! 


THE MAGIC POW/AK OF WITCHCRAFT lays bare these 
secrets for the first time! Do you want a bank account bursting at 
the seams with méney? A Jove life that would make a sulton en- 
vious? Sete power to crush your enemies and reward your 
Triends? What would it be worth to you to ulter a simple incanta- 
tion that would cause any pain to vanish? Or say another, and im- 
mediately recover some lost object? 


What would it be worth to you to fly through time and space, on 
astral wings, as Witches do... go wherever you wish. . . do whai- 
ever you wish . .. without being detected, .. watch the antics of 
others behind closed doors, . . hear private conversations... make 
time run forward or backward... read tomorrow's newspaper in 
a “black mirror” .. . find out what really happened in history .. . 
make your face old or young at will! 


BRINGS AUTOMATIC ASSURED SUCCESS! 


Witchcraft can bring your heart's desire! You can use it to heal 
someone, influence the boss to give you that raise, or make some- 
one stop bothering you! It's easy! The easiest thing in the world! 
You don't have to be wealthy or super-intelligent to get started! 
Thousands of ordinary people all over the world are using Witch- 
craft Power right now! 

Witches have known for centuries that People are scared of them 
and Ves. And rightly so! NOW YOU CAN SHARE THE 
SAME WER that gives you—literally—life and death control 
over other persons! Is someone bolherbig you? No problem at all, 
with Magic Witchcraft. For example, there is a spell called the 
“Cross Not My Path" ritual, for people who are having neighbor 
trouble. When you use it, you know you will never again have 
trouble with this neighbor! 

With these Sratine Witchcraft secrets, other people will look up 
to you—in awe—you'll automatically dazzle others with your power 
to make things happen at your will, you'll’be Master of your des- 
tiny, and never have to apologize to anyone for anything! 

Whatever you want or need, whatever frustration is bothering 
you, Witchcraft will help you It is not evil—nor is it Black Magic. 
Like electicity, it is simply a power given by nature for the use of 
men, to make life easier. 

You'll see how to get paid without working . . . how to get rx- 
pensive clothes and furs FREE. .. how to get u first-class plane 
seat FREE . . . how to vacation at the finest hotels, motels, pools 
and pleasure palaces, start living like a millionaire as Witches do! 


AMAZING TECHNIQUE HAS HELPED THOUSANDS! 


Witchcraft secrets like these can make you rich faster than any- 
thing else in the world! Here's how others haye used therm to make 


Now! Let This Amazing Witch Book Bring You 
INFINITE WEALTH, FINE POSSESSIONS, 
A COMFORTABLE NEW HOME, FINANCIAL 
SECURITY, LOVE, CONTROL OVER OTHERS, 
And More—Easily And Automatically! 


For centuries, these Witchcraft secrets were hushed up, so 
that those in power could stay in power! Feudal lords kept 
their bondsmen as slaves. Factory owners kept their em- 
ployees in dreaded sweatshops, because these masters knew 
they must not allow their workers to realize that they need 
not labor their lives away. Witchcraft was suppressed be- 
cause it works! Not because of any “evil” in it. If it hadn't 
worked, no one would have worried about it. If you want to 
gain power, all you need is this amazing Witch Book! 


By using these Witchcraft secrets, you too can change 
your life and gain health, wealth, someone to love—or any- 


IN THIS WITCH BOOK YOU'LL DISCOVER... 


® How to Cast Spells that Really Work! 

® Your Magic Window on the World! 

® Personal Protection! 

® Telepathy Made Easy! 

® Influencing Others to Do Your Bidding! 
® Controlling a Conversation! 

® The Technique of Silent Persuasion! 

® Using Witchcraft to Find Friends! 

® How to Find the Lover You Want! 

® How to Bring Your Pertect Mate to You: 
® How to Dominate Others! 

© Witchcraft Power for Money! 

© Withcraft Power to Make You Irresistible to Others! 
® Spells for Finding Lost Objects! 

® How to Always Win with Luck Spells! 
* More Power for Bigger Goals! 

* inhaling Cosmic Energy! 

* Recharging Your Cosmic Batteries! 

® Raising Your Vita! Energy Level! 

* How to Keep Evil Forces Away! 


miracles happen in their daily lives! _ 

You'll see how Vern, a man who likes to give a lot of expensive 

arties, was ulways short of cash until he discovered the amazing 

ITCH’S MONEY JAR=now all he hus to do is dip in, for it 
brings him an endless flow of cash! Evelyn, a waitress, was always 
Jending money to friends, and was always broke. Finally, she placed 
her last dollgr on the table, and worked the MONEY MAGNET 
SPELL over it, All at once, dozens of people who had borrowed 
monty from her, rushed to pay her back! 

Hank was perpetually broke. One night he got together with 
some friends, and they decided to cast the MONEY SPELL. The 
very next day, Hank received in the mail a check for some $250 
worth of insurance. (He had never heard of the company that sent 
the check, he was not insured with them, and had never even made 
a claim—but he accepted the money.) Another member of the 
group that used the speli, a 40-year-old secretary, received an auto- 
mobile as a gift! All the other members of the group received amaz- 
ing windfalls of money, as well! You'll see how Dexter, a retiree, 
lives RENT FREE and receives $200 a week at the age of 78, with 
a secret you'll find in this Witch Book! You'll see how Claudine, a 
secretary, was able to wear the finest, most expensive furs—FREE— 
and spend weekends al an expensive ski lodge in the mountains, 
where she met a wonderful man! How Ruth L., a widow—with noth- 
ing but a small pension, and a little savings—received her dream 
house, by using a simple 5-minute ritual on page 38 of this book! 

Using the same Witchcraft secrets, YOU can achieve peace of 
mind and freedom from money worrys for the rest of your life! 


YOU CAN HEAL YOURSELF AS WITCHES DO! 


Feeling sick today? Plagued by a lot of troublesome illnesses? 
Perhaps some relative is sick and constantly demanding your atten- 
tion? Or perhaps it is even a pet that needs help? With the MAGIC 
POWER OF WITCHCRAFT, you can cure anything, say authors 
Gavin and Yvonne Frost: “In our experience . . . we have not 
found a single incurable disease!" 

* ANDY DISSOLVES A GALLSTONE!—Andy M. developed 
gallstones. When his iliness became too troublesome to ignore, he 
went to a doctor, Urine tests revealed that he was chronically alka- 
line. His body was badly out of balance, Using this Witchcraft 
method to restore balance to the mind and body—in a short while, 
X-rays showed that he had no more gallstones! Andy never again 
suffered the excruciating pain of passing stones! 

In the same way, say Gavin and Yyonne Frost, alnrost all illness 
can be prevented. You are actually employing an ancient Witch- 
craft method to remove diseased tissue! Even if you do not have 
any belief in the results, the power will work for you! 

One woman, who had been in a wheelchair for 26 years, due to 
polio and arthritis, used the Witchcraft healing method, and re- 
ported that she had no pain and could walk and garden again! A 
man reported that his son's deep 3rd degree burns miraculously 
healed overnight! 

* SO SIMPLE A CHILD USES IT!—A 4-year-old girl asked if 


MEET THE AUTHORS 


GAVIN FROST, B.Sc., Pb.D., D.D., is Archbishop of the 
Church of Wicca, New Bern, North Carolina with national 
headquartefs in Salem, Missouri, branches in several states 
and worldwide membership, He ig Marshal of the Gold Star 
of England, with the fight to wear the Saffron Robe and 
one of the very few Witches in the Western Hemisphere 
privileged to wear the authentic mark of initiation on his 
wrist. Although descended from a long line of mystics and 
scholars, and formerly a Vice-President and Director of 
International Operations for major aerospace companies, he 
prefers to be thought of as a humble teacher. 

Mrs. YVONNE FROST, A.A., D.D., with her husband 
Gavin Frost, devotes her time to giving private instruction 
and publishing Survival, the newsletter of the Church of 
Wicca, of which she is a Bishop, 

Articles by or about Gavin and Yvonne Frost haye ap- 
peated in such national publications as Midnight and the 
ational Enquirer. 


FREE ... The Witches Protection Amulet 
For Just Examining The Witch Book... ri 


ec receive your copy of THE 
MAGIC POWER OF WITCH- 
CRAFT, -we will send you the witches 
Protection pentagon medallion (See p. 
26) that will protect you from evil, 
‘Whether you keep the book or not, this 
handsome, powerful amulet is yours as 
a gift. So send in this no-risk coupon 
right now! 


% inch dia. 


Witch uses ancient methods to make time stand still or to run it 
backward or forward! To make your face look young or old at 
will, all you need is some morning dew, and the instructions on 
page 27. You can fly through time and space, on astral wings, go 
anywhere, do anything, with the simple method on puge 126. You 
can visit a friend, look in on an acquaintance and see what he is 
doing—eyen appear in someone's dreams, and convince that person 
to do whatever you wish! 

* SECRETS OF SILENT PERSUASION!—There is a magic 
handshake that Witches often use, revealed on page 62. With this 
secret, you can implant a thought in someone's mind! You can use 
this Witchcraft power to dominate others! Control your boss! Make 
someone love you! Leave your enemies groveling in the dust! There 
is even a gazing technique Witches use on page 45, for.identical 
thoughts, With this secret, you can read your friend's mind and 
share his or her identical thoughts! . 


SEND TODAY FOR YOUR NO-RISK COPY! 


Witchcraft can make you rich, even in a ghetto! You should 
never have to worry about the rent, or where the next dollar is 
coming from, never have to apologize to a boss! No matter how 
poor you are now, THE MAGIC POWER OF WITCHCRAFT 
can bring you a life filled to“the brim with pleasure, wealth, and 
all the glittering luxuries of the world! To get your copy of this 
amazing Witch Book, simply fill out and mail the no-risk coupon! 
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ruev are OWING 


Every month, our reporters will compile wrestlers most revealing quotes. 
Often catching the grapplers with their guards down, our reporters will 
work endlessly in obtaining interesting quotes on a variety of subjects 


SUPERSTAR GRAHAM 


“Bobby Backlund thinks he’s done it, hasn’t he? He thinks he’s 
gotten past the challenge of Superstar Billy Graham. Well, 

he thought that once before. Five years ago, he thought he had 
put the legend of the Superstar to rest. But I returned to 

give him the toughest challenge of his feeble title reign, and | 
will challenge Bobby again. | won't be through with him until | 
get my title back!”’ 


KERRY VON Lac) ieee 


“Harley Race and the Missouri title is just the beginning. 
Anyone who knows anything about professional wrestling 
understands that the Missouri title is simply a steppingstone to 
the big one, the NWA title itself. Being the Missouri champion 
moves me up in the ratings, and now | want a title match 
with Ric Flair. When Flair signs that contract to wrestle me, he 
signs away his title.”’ 


BRUISER S2ObY iS ae 


“I'm going to love it. Destruction, bone-crunching destruction 
all across Georgia and all up north to Ohio and everywhere 
in between. People are going to suffer. I’m here in the 
Georgia area to spread some pain around. These people 
think Buzz Sawyer and Tommy Rich have caused some 
trouble? Trouble is my middle name, brother. Wait until they all 
get a taste of the Bruiser!’’ 


RODOY PIZER i SE eo es 


“It's war, now. Not only have the wrestlers been choosing 

up sides, but the fans have been choosing up sides, and all the 
wise folks in the Mid-Atlantic are casting their lots with 
Piper’s Palace. Oh yes, Sir Oliver, the time has come to pay the 
Piper all right, and pay the Piper you will! The House 

of Humperdink is going to come crumbling to the ground like a 
house of cards!”’ 


(Continued on page 50) 
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WILD BILL LONGSON 


Condolences are extended to 
family and friends of Wild Bill 
Longson, three-time NWA 
heavyweight champion, who 
recently passed away. 

Longson won the title on 
February 19, 1942, defeating 
Sandor Szabo in St. Louis. That 
title reign lasted until] October 
7, 1942. 

Longson’‘s second champion- 
ship came when he pinned 
Bobby Managoff on February 
19, 1943. That title reign, 
which lasted until February 21, 


1947, was the fourth longest in 
the NWA’s history. 

A victory over Lou Thesz on 
November 11, 1947, brought 
Longson his third champion- 
ship victory. Thesz regained the 
belt from Longson on 
July 20, 1948. 

A great champion, an 
exciting wrestler,’ and a 
competitive athlete in every 
sense of the world, Wild Bill 
Longson will be greatly missed 
by wrestling fans everywhere. 


pS 
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A TOUCH OF 
JAPANESE ROYALTY 


The two-time WWF tag team 
championship team of Mr. Fuji 
and Mr. Saito may have split, 
but Captain Lou Albano is 
prouder than ever of Mr. Fuji 
and his future prospects in 
the WWF. 


MR. FUJI 

“Mr. Saito is back in Japan, 
but I've still got Mr. Fuji, and 
I've got news, the greatest of 
news, about this fantastic 
star,’’ Captain Lou Albano told 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 

“Mr. Fuji, I'll .have everyone 
know, is a direct descendant of 
the emperor of Japan from many 
centuries ago, a direct blood 
relative of Japanese royalty, 
and | am going to demand that 
he receives the respect in the 
WWF that he deserves. | am 
also going to be spending more 
time with him, and | will be 
making sure that he gets a title 
shot against Bob Backlund 
very soon.” 


~ 2. 


ANDRE THE GIANT 


AWA tag team champions 
Greg Gagne and Jim Brunzell, 
“The Hi-Flyers,”’ have said that 
Sheik Adnan Al-Kaissie and 
Crusher Blackwell have had 
enough title shots and will not 
get another. 

“How many times do they 
want to be defeated?” asked 
Greg Gagne. “‘It’s ridiculous. 
They've had so many title shots 
already, we've been neglecting 
the other teams in the AWA 
who have been asking for title 
matches. We can't make a 


CANADIAN WRESTLING 
SCENE HEATS UP 


Lots of action going on in 
Montreal, Canada. 

Two big men, Andre the 
Giant and Abdullah the 
Butcher, are feuding with each 
other in an ongoing battle that 
has the Canadian wrestling 
fans fearing for the safety 
of Andre. 

In another development, Rick 
Martel is teaming up with 
former Canadian heavyweight 
champion Dino Bravo. The 
team is igniting wrestling rings 
all across Canada with its 
precision tag team wrestling. 
Their opponents have included 
the team of Pat Patterson and 
Billy Robinson, the man who 
captured the Canadian title 
from Bravo. 


ENOUGH IS ENOUGH 


=f : 


SHEIKS AL-KAISSIE & BLACKWELL 


THEY COME FROM A LAND DOWN UNDER 


Australian natives Johnny 
Heffernan and Don Kent, The 
Fabulous Kangaroos, currently 
under the guidance of James J. 
Dillon in Florida, have regained 
the Global tag team champion- 
ship belts. 


“This proves beyond a 
shadow of a doubt,” said 
Dillon, “that the match in 
which The Kangaroos lost the 
belts to Scott McGhee and 
Terry Allen was simply a fluke. 
One week, that’s all that 


ABDULLAH THE BUTCHER 


career out of defeating these 
bums. We've got to defend our 
belts against some other 
compéetition.” 

Blackwell was outraged 
when he heard the hews. 

“| have contacted AWA 
President Stanley Blackburn to 
protest,’ he said. ‘Sheik 
Adnan Al-Kaissie and myself 
are the number one challengers. 
The champions must wrestle 
us. They have no choice.” 

Resolution of the situation 
will be up to Blackburn. 


McGhee and Allen were able to 
hold on to the belts, one 
lousy week. 

“Let me tell you, people, The 
Kangaroos are here to stay. 
They have a long tradition of 
championship rule, and the 
Global tag team belts are only 
the beginning.” 

Neither McGhee nor Allen 
could be reached for comment. 


/f you wish to contribute to Shocket’s mailbag, send your letters to: 


Pe Rockville.Centre, N.Y. 


NCE AGAIN, FANS, it's 
time for our regular 
warning: This column will not 
print any letter that includes a 
phrase like “l dare you to print 
this!” That shows a childishness 


that negates anything worth-. 


while found in the letter. As any 
person of minimal intelligence 
can see, | don't hesitate to 
include opinions contrary to 
mine; in fact, | invite them. Also, 
I'm getting sick and tired of 
physical threats by people 
courageously writing from 
2,000 miles away. Anyone 
promising to beat me upcanrest 
assured his threat will be quickly 
placed in the circular file. Most 
of my readers are too intelligent 
to take bullies seriously. So, 
gang, now that once again the 
rules have been explained to the 
immature and foolish, we 
can get to this month’s 
correspondence. 


Dear Mr. Shocket, 

| think that ““Superfly’’ Jimmy 
Snuka is the bravest wrestler of 
all time. His title match against Bob 
Backlund in a 15-foot high cage 
proved that. It was unforgettable. 

The incredible leap from the 
top of the cage makes this match 
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TOP ROPE 
Box 48 


Jimmy Snuka is a lucky man, lucky that he hasn’t killed himself with his { 
“superfly” leap. It may be a spectacular maneuver, but he uses- it 
indiscriminately during his matches. This maneuver might be effective if Snuka 

wasn’t so stupid with his use of it. 


the most memorable of 1982. It would like to know what you 


was awe-inspiring to see. think. 
Do you think Snuka is the ROCKY PUZZO 
bravest wrestler of all time? | Malden, MA 


——— 


Dear Mr. Puzzo, 

There is a difference 
between courage and stupidity, 
a difference often lost on 
wrestling fans. Snuka was 
lucky, not accomplished, to 
survive the leap. Few people 
bother to remember that 
Snuka’s leap was ineffectual. 
A jump from that height gave 
even the clumsy Bob Backlund 
enough time to roll to safety. 
Snuka is incompetent, foolish, 
and doomed to be a spectacular 
loser. 


Dear Dan: 

Okay, we agree that Dusty 
Rhodes is a zero, that Tommy 
Rich is a colossal bore, and that 
Rick Martel is really a tour guide 
for the Automat. 


be 
we i 2 é 

Ken Patera is one of wrestling’s all- 
time great stars. One of these days, 
when he abandons tag team 
competition, Patera will again ascend 
the singles ratings and once again 


prove his individual superiority. 


However, all these dis- 
cussions obscure the fact that 
Ken Patera is out of sight. He’s 
one of wrestling’s living legends. 

For Patera fans, he is still very 
much in our thoughts. We have 
no way of reaching him, but you 
do. Something must be wrong. 
The latest ratings have Ken sixth 
in the AWA behind such losers 
as Hogan, Martel, Lawler, and 


Vachon. This is a joke in very 

poor taste. 
LILLIANE ROSSI 
G. PERRONE 
New York 

Dear Lilliane and G., 

Rest assured, Ken is alive 
and well. He is heroically 
teaming with Bobby Duncum 
in the AWA. Devoting himself 
to tag team work, he has 
unhappily slipped from the 
singles ratings. Never fear, for 
as soon as Ken wishes to 
reassert himself at the top of 
his profession, all he has to do 
is try. He remains one of the all- 
time greats. And under Bobby 
Heenan’s tutelage, he is 
getting even better. 


An Open Letter to Dan Shocket: 
Listen, you punk! It’s bad 


enough when you putdown men 
like Dusty Rhodes and Tommy 
Rich, but openly accusing Bob 


you think that Bob Backlund is 
such a bad wrestler, that he 
must bribe promoters to 
schedule his favorite referees, 
why don’t you go out and 
wrestle him? 
RODNEY LUNDREGAN 
Gambrills, MD 
An Open Letter to Rodney 
Lundregan: 

Listen, you gullible hero 
worshipper! Assuming Back- 
lund can read, he knows what | 
have written. We can also 
assume that if he could prove 
libel, he would have sued long 
ago. Therefore, we canassume 
he hasn't sued because he 
knows he can’t win such a suit. 
Because Backlund hasn't sued, 
we can assume he knows the 
truth is what! write. He doesn’t 
want a judge and jury to certify 
these facts for everyone. 

As for challenging Backlund 
to a match, last month | 


a 


Bob Backlund remains the laughingstock of every sensible wrestling fan on the 
face of 5 the earth. His disgraceful tenure as WWF titleholder has been 
distinguished by bribing referees, promoters, and ringside officials. 


Backlund of bribery is an 
outrage! | think he should sue 
you for libel, unless you can 
produce proof of this act. 
Furthermore, Backlund’s title 
reign has not been one of 
disgrace. He will hold the WWF 
title for a long time to come. If 


challenged any wrestler to a 
match, if he would first write a 
short essay saying why | should 
wrestle him. So far, | haven’t 
heard from any of them. The 
question seems to be: Are fan 
favorites illiterate or cowards— 
or both? O 
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Every issue, three reporters from 
PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 
will participate in an incisive 
press conference with a top 
wrestling star. The questions 
will be demanding. And the 
answers will reveal the inner- 
most thoughts of the giants 

of the sport 


(Once Magnificent Muraco 
returned to the WWF territory, 
it didn’t take very long for him 
to zero in on his primary target: 
Intercontinental champion 
Pedro Morales. Muraco first 
captured the Intercontinental 
title in June 1981 when he 
defeated Morales in Philadelphia. 
Morales regained the belt five 
months later, and Muraco left 
the WWF soon after. When he 
made his WWF comeback in 
the latter months of 1982, 
Muraco swore he would regain 
the Intercontinental belt. On 
January 22, 1983, at Madison 
Square Garden, he did just that. 
Senior Editor, Bill Apter, 
Managing Editor Stu Saks, and 
Associate Editor Craig Peters 
were on the scene at Madison 


‘“I want to be the first wrestler in 
history to hold both the WWF Intercontinental title 
and the WWE heavyweight title. | don’t 
think it'll be too tough.’’ 


Square Garden to speak with 
Muraco immediately after his 
title victory.) 


BILL APTER: Congratulations, 
Magnificent, you’ve done it! 
How does it feel? 
MAGNIFICENT MURACO: 
It feels great! I told everyone I 
was going to stomp that greasy 
sleazeball Morales into the dust, 
and that’s exactly what I did! 
STU SAKS: Did you have any 
kind of a game plan before you 
went into the ring tonight? 
MURACO: Just wrestle and 
beat the crud. I don’t have to 
have any kind of a game plan. | 
knew that I was able to defeat 
Morales, and all I had to do was 
keep calm, keep my _ head 
together. I was prepared for 


Magnificent Muraco drinks in the reaction of the standing room only Madison 


Square Garden crowd prior to defeating Pedro Morales for the WWF 
Intercontinental championship. Morales began the match at a furious pace, 
tearing Muraco’s “Pro Wrestling Illustrated” T-shirt off his back. 


could 
very 


anything Morales 
possibly do. He's a 
predictable wrestler. 

CRAIG PETERS: It looked as 
if. you might have been in 


trouble when Morales reversed 
the figure-four leglock on you. 
Were you surprised Morales 
knew how to do that? 
(Continued on page 66) 
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Jack Brisco’s Startling Declaration: 


Photos by Emmy Yates 
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Throughout his career, Jack Brisco has lived or died by 
the figure-four leglock. Without it, he might be doomed to 
early retirement. Then what could make him call for a 
ban that could ruin his own career? The answer will 
astound you as it astounded all of wrestling 


en . 
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IS PERHAPS the most 
shocking declaration in 
wrestling history. Certainly, 
it was one of the hardest any 
man had to utter. Before mak- 
ing his announcement, Jack 
Brisco couldn’t sleep for two 
days, and by his own admis- 
sion changed his mind per- 
haps 100 times. Still, when 
the moment of truth arrived, 
Brisco said what he felt he 
must. 
“The figure-four leglock 
must be banned!’ Brisco said 


Jack Brisco writhes in agony as NWA 
champ Ric Flair applies his brutally 
sadistic figure-four leglock. Though 
Brisco has used the submission hold 
throughout his career, he is calling for 
its ban. 


with quiet conviction, his 
voice soft but steady. 
“Hveryone here knows I’ve 
used the figure-four leglock 
all my professional life. I 
became NWA champion and 
held that title for years using 
that hold. Without it, I'll be a 
much diminished wrestler. 
Yet, present circumstances 
leave me no choice but to 
demand that the maneuver be 
banned. \ 

“Tt won’t come as a surprise 
to anyone as to why I’m say- 
ing this. I guess the surprise 
is that I’m the one saying it. 
Ric Flair has taken this legal 
maneuver and turned it into 
an instrument of torture. The 
figure-four leglock was meant 
to be a submission hold. It was 
never intended to break men’s 
legs. Flair is abusing the fig- 
ure-four leglock, and the only 
way to stop the abuse is to ban 
the hold. 

“IT wish there were another 
way. I need the hold. Banning 
it may hurt my career. But 
Flair might destroy many 
careers. Compared to the dam- 
age Flair may do, compared to 
the careers he might wreck, 
my sacrifice is small. For the 
good of wrestling, I ask that 
the figure-four leglock be 
banned.” 

Brisco stood in front of the 
reporters, answering the most 
difficult questions of his life. 
The reporters were kind, 
recognizing the integrity it 
took for Brisco to take this 
remarkable stand. There were 
only a few queries, and they 
were only to clarify certain 
points. There was really not 
much more for anyone to say. 

Brisco didn’t mention the 
names of the other men who 
had recently suffered from 
Flair’s cruelty. He let the 
entire onus of the declaration 
rest on his own shoulders. If 


he were a lesser man, he 
might have asked for the help 
of Stan Hansen, Dusty 
Rhodes, Tommy Rich, and 
Butch Reed, all four of whom 
had their careers put in peril 
by Flair’s figure-four. Brisco 
might also have enlisted the 
support of Buddy Rogers, the 
man who taught Flair the 
hold only to have his student 
almost cripple him with it a 
few years later. Flair doesn’t 
discriminate about whom he 
tortures. 

As anyone can see, the list 
of Flair’s victims includes all 
types of wrestlers, from the 
most honorably scientific to 
the most ruthless rule- 
breaker. No one is safe from 
Flair’s cruelty. Brisco has 
said publicly what many peo- 
ple have been feeling for a 
long time. 

A few hours after his press 
conference, Brisco discussed 
the matter with several 
friends. Even though he made 
the demand, he seemed to be a 
man trying to find another 
answer to the problem. Jack 
doesn’t take banning a 
maneuver lightly, especially 
one that is responsible for 
much of his success. As he 
spoke, he tried to draw out 
other ideas. He did this by 
expressing his own doubts. 

“Banning anything,’’ he 
admitted, ‘is against every- 
thing I believe. Wrestling 
should always be open to new 
methods, new ideas, and new 
maneuvers. Once you ban 
anything, everything is jeo- 
pardized. I really tried to fig- 
ure out a way to stop Flair. I 
can’t come up with an answer. 
He has taken a great hold, a 
really beautiful thing to see 
done, and he’s made it ugly 
and vicious. There’s no way to 
stop him except by banning 
the figure-four leglock. 
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In the judgment of Jack Brisco, too many wrestlers have suffered serious 
injuries through Ric Flair’s abuse of the figure-four leglock for the sport of 
wrestling to allow its continuance. The NWA champion endangers the careers 
of Stan Hansen (above) and Dusty Rhodes (below) with his torturous 


application of the hold. 


“Even that might not be 
enough. Look, the piledriver 
is banned in many states, yet 
the wrestlers still use it. They 
get disqualified, but that 
doesn’t help the victim. Ban- 
ning the hold is bad. I’m just 
afraid every other alternative 
is so much worse. 

“I’m seared. I don’t know 
what it’ll be like wrestling 
without having that weapon 
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in my arsenal. It may set back 
my career a couple of years. 
It’s strange. By preventing 
other wrestlers from being 
crippled, I’ll be crippling 
myself. Maybe there’s a moral 
in there somewhere. Maybe 
there isn’t.’’ 

His friends, wrestling jour- 
nalists, and professional 
grapplers tried to help, but 
their suggestions sounded 


hollow even as they spoke. 
Knowing the problem doesn’t 
guarantee a solution. In the 
end, all sadly agreed that Ric 
Flair had to be stopped. None 
could figure out how without 
banning the figure-four leg- 
lock. It was a sad group that 
broke up and headed home. 
Bach person in his own way 
felt as if he had failed 
wrestling. 

Whan reporters contacted 
the other victims of Flair’s 
cruelty, only one was willing 
to speak to the press. Dusty 
Rhodes honestly commented, 
“I’m relieved that finally 
someone said what we’ve all 
been feeling. I’m even more 
relieved that I wasn’t the one 
who had to do it. No wrestler 
wants to go on record as want- 
ing something banned, and he 
likes even less to say it about 
the champion. It just comes 
out sounding like cowardice 
and sour grapes. Brisco has a 
helluva lot of guts. There are 
many ways to prove you're a 
man. Jack proved sometimes 
it takes more courage to speak 
than it does to wrestle.” OU 


Rick Martel In 1983: 
A YEAR OF GREATNESS... 


OR DISASTER ? 


By Stu Saks 


HE LAST TIME I had the 

opportunity to really speak 
with Rick Martel was last March 
when I photographed him in our 
New York City studio. 

At the time, Rick and Tony 
Garea had been without the 
WWF tag team belts for almost a 
year. | had sensed an uneasiness 
in Rick’s attitude during the ses- 
sion, despite the fact that he was 
one of the most cooperative pho- 
tographic: subjects I have ever 
dealt with. 

As I was taking pictures, we 
spoke about wrestling. Mostly we 
talked about Rick’s . attitude to- 
ward the sport, and | found my- 
self impressed with his maturity 
and his realistic sense. of 
perspective. 

‘Wrestling, as in any sport, as 
in life, brings as many surprises as 
it does disappointments,’ Rick 
told me. ‘‘All you can do is face 
each day as it comes and give 
everything your best shot.” 

It was here that Rick’s uneasi- 
ness made itself so apparent to 
me, because I had heard rumors 
that he was going to be leaving, 


They say that some men are born great and that other men have 
greatness thrust upon them. They don’t mention those who stand 
at a crossroads where one false step in either direction can make 
or break a career. Rick Martel is one of those men. 1983 could 
be the most rewarding year yet in this young star’s career—or it 
could prove disastrous 
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Martel leaps to evade the onrushing 
Ray Stevens (above left) and nimbly 
ties “The Crippler” in an abdominal 
stretch on the rebound (above right). 
Rick throws his arms skyward in 
ecstasy after pinning AWA champion 
Nick Bockwinkel in a_ non-title 
match (right). 


knew that he was sad at having -to 
end his tag team association with 
Tony Garea, but I also knew that 
if he gave the AWA his ‘“‘best 
shot,” he would soon be a top 
contender. 

Well, if Rick Martel had any 
doubts about his success in the 
AWA, the results of his ‘‘best 
shot”’ have certainly erased them by 
now. 

Since arriving in the AWA, Rick 
has steamrolled over opponent after 
Opponent, inching his way toward 
the number one contender spot. 

He’s done it in singles matches, 
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against such opponents as Ken Pa- 
tera, Crusher Blackwell, Roger Kir- 
by, and Ray Stevens. He’s done it 
in tag team matches with such part- 


ners as Steve O and Brad 
Rheingans. 

When Martel pinned Nick Bock- 
winkel in a non-title match in the 
middle of 1982, many people 
looked upon the Canadian as the 
next AWA champion. 

As 1983 got underway, Martel 
still found himself high atop the 
AWA ratings. He continued to ex- 
cel in both singles and tag team 
matches, and it seemed to be only 
a matter of time before he gained a 
title match with Nick Bockwinkel. 

It didn’t take long. Despite the 
efforts of Bockwinkel and his man- 
ager, Bobby Heenan, to prevent 
such a confrontation, Martel got 


Martel impressed many doubters when he absorbed Crusher Blackwell’s full 
arsenal (left and above) and fought his way back into the match. Rick elbows his 
way out of Bockwinkel’s sleeperhold (below). 


his title opportunity in late Janu- 
ary. Unfortunately for the majority 
of most AWA fans, however, Rick 
failed to capture the title in that 
match. He was disqualified for ac- 
cidentally throwing Bockwinkel 
over the top rope. 

As we go to press, a rematch has 
already been signed. With Rick so 
close to attaining one of the highest 
possible goals in the sport, it be- 
comes important that we realize 
and examine the implications of 
how that match will affect his im- 


mediate future. There are obviously 
only two possible results to the 
match, but each with vastly differ- 
ing implications. 

1) Martel Captures the Belt from 
Bockwinkel: Should this happen, 
the eyes of the wrestling world will 
be on Rick Martel. -It will become 
important for him to watch his ey- 
ery step. He could be a great 
champion, defending the title with 
honor and securing a place in the 
wrestling history books forever. Or 

(Continued on page 64) 
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KEVIN VON ERICH: 
A PRISONER OF TEXAS 


HE BOND BETWEEN the 

Texas wrestling fans and the 
Von Erich brothers forms one.of 
the strongest love affairs in pro- 
fessional sports today. The Lone 
Star State has embraced Kevin, 
David, and Kerry with pride, and 
cheers them on with undying 
loyalty. 

These devoted fans would never 
knowingly do anything, to hinder 
a Von Erich’s career, but in the 
case of eldest brother Kevin, their 
devotion might be the element 


32 


that stands between him and 
world championship status. 

Kevin seems to be content to 
soak up the fan support in his 
native Texas, straying beyond the 
state border only very rarely. 
Without nationwide — exposure, 
Von Erich will never attain the 
needed experience to be successful 
ini sede bide S*fort © sar~ mayor 
championship. 


Kevin Von Erich recently sat at 
a table in a saloon off of the 


interstate between Waco and 
Temple, Texas, after a match with 
Bill Irwin. There was a lavish par- 
ty going on that night, hosted by 
the NWA in Dallas. That sort of 
party, however, is not Kevin Von 
Erich’s style. 

“Too stuffy for me,’ he said. 
“Ties, white shirts, cocktail stir- 
rers with famous quotes printed 
on them, who needs. it?’’ Indeed, 
Kevin fit right in at this out-of- 
the-way watering hole. Wearing a 
plaid shirt, jeans, and western 


Photos by Bill Otten 


boots, he blended in with the 
wranglers and ranch hands who 
comprised the bar’s ‘“‘regulars.”’ 
Von Erich sat relaxed with one 
foot up on a chair as he discussed 
the evening’s match. ‘Some 
crowd tonight, huh? Especially 
the little ones, they get so excited. 
Sometimes I feel like telling them, 
‘Hey, it’s only me, relax.’ But 
why ruin it for them? I love those 
kids. All the fans are great. I 
couldn’t do it without them.” 
Unknowingly, Von Erich had 
just reiterated the claims of his 
most ardent critics. They say that 
the eldest Yon Erich brother can- 
not win without the support of his 
Texas fans, that he is a prisoner 
of the state of Texas, and those 


Kevin Von Erich uses his agility and strength to overwhelm BillIrwin(aboveand fans are the prison guards. 
below). It may be necessary for Kevin to leave his adoring fans in Texas ‘Pye heard it all before.” Ke- 
(opposite page) to gain needed national experience. p 


vin said. ‘‘What nobody realizes is 
that I don’t want to leave Texas. 
I’m doing well, I make a decent 
living, I’m happy. How many 
people these days are happy with 
their job. For that matter, how 
many people have a job. I’m very 
lucky. 

“It’s not like P’ve never left my 
back yard,’’ he continued. “‘I held 
the Missouri State title for a 
while. I probably would still be 
Missouri champ if I could defend 
the belt in Texas. Don’t get me 
wrong, the people in Missouri 
were great. There’s just something 
about this state. We’ve got some- 
thing going for us here, a sense of 
togetherness, pride ... call it what 
you like, but we’ve got it. I want 
to perform for these people. I 
want to win for them. They de- 
serve the best I can give them. 

That is exactly what Von Erich 
had given the fans that night 


Can a wrestler be too happy? In the case of Kevin Von Erich, the 
answer might be yes. The eldest of the Von Erich wrestling brothers 
seems content—maybe too content—to wrestle for the hometown 
fans in Texas. Oddly, his mutual love affair with the Texas fans 
might be the one thing standing between Von Erich and a major 
championship 
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against Bill Irwin. Even before the 
match, when most wrestlers are 
concerned with their mental prep- 
aration, Von Erich took the time 
to sign autographs and shake 
hands with his young supporters, 
and even give a kiss to a young 
female fan. 

It was Von Erich’s performance 
in the ring, though, that ignited a 
spark in the large crowd. He 


dazed and confused his opponent 
with his speed and strength, and 
when he clamped on the sleeper- 
hold, it was good night Bill Irwin. 
The Texas fans were once again 
treated to a Kevin Von Erich vic- 
tory, and they responded with 
typical enthusiasm. 

But despite his success, the crit- 
ics continue to lambast Von 


Erich’s stay-at-home policy. Jar- 


rett Crandall, a longtime advisor 
to wrestling promotions through- 
out the South, has seen many ca- 
reers fail to reach their full poten- 
tial because the wrestler stayed too 
long in one area. “‘It’s important 
to move around,” Crandall said. 
“You have to meet all the top 
contenders, not just the ones that 
make their way to ... well, in Ke- 
vin’s case, Texas. There’s just so 
much you can do in the gym to 
improve your technique. A major 
part of becoming a great wrestler 
is meeting all the competition you 
can in the ring. 


Kevin Von Erich responds to the cheers of the fans as he pounds away at Irwin 
(above). Irwin escaped Von Erich’s sleeperhold by sliding his legs underneath 
the ropes (below). Kevin won the Missouri title from Dick Murdoch in 1979 
(right) but has lately been reluctant to travel. 


“Kevin is a good wrestler, but 
he still has a good deal to learn. 
He has to get out on the road and 
meet the Hulk Hogans, the Ken 
Pateras, the Ray Stevenses. If he 
doesn’t, he’s cheating himself. He 
can make a living in wrestling if 
he stays in Texas, but he’ll never 
be a champion.” 

Von Erich seems to take all the 
criticism thrown his way lightly. 
“T hear what everyone is saying, 
and I appreciate their concern,” 
he said, ‘‘but I plan to stay here 
in Texas for a while to come. 
There’s loads of time for me to 
go out on the road. Right now, | 
just want to stay home.’’ O 
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COWBOY BOB ORTON 


OWBOY BOB ORTON is the keeper of a fam- 

ily wrestling tradition started by father Bob Or- 
ton Sr. . . . Practically grew up on the road, travel- 
ing with his dad and other wrestlers from the time 
he was eight years old . . . Wrestled in an amateur 
club in Florida coached by John Heath, where Mike 
Graham was a fellow student . . . Father thought 
the activity would keep his son out of trouble... . 
Orton Sr. did not push his son into wrestling and in 
fact tried to discourage him from entering the pro 
ranks . . . Became extremely proficient in the ama- 
teurs, winning a number of titles while attending 
Ruskin High School in Kansas City . . . Aspira- 
tions turned toward the medical profession . . . En- 
tered the Univeristy of Missouri as a pre-med stu- 
dent . . . Would meet the future Mrs. Orton while 
at school . . . Faced with the financial pressures of 
supporting a family, Orton turned to the one career 
of which he was most sure, professional wres- 
tling . . . Without the help of his father, landed a 
series of bookings in Florida in 1972 . . . Pro debut 
was a victory over George McCreary, who had one 
year of pro experience at the time . . . Began as a 
fan favorite in Florida . . . Was successful in the 
ring, but titles eluded him . . . Moved to Atlanta 
area, where he won tag team belts with Mr. Wres- 


tling I] and with Dick Slater . . . Next tag team 
partner was Steve Keirn in Florida . . . A falling 
out between the two would begin his first major 
feud and would be the catalyst for his change into a 
rulebreaker .. . Won Florida title from Jack 
Brisco . . . While holding that belt, scored a deci- 
sion over then—NWA titlist Terry Funk that was 
later reversed .. . Wrestling together for the first 
time, Bob Sr. and Bob Jr. won Florida tag 
belts . . . Contract was purchased by AWA manag- 
er Bobby Heenan in 1977 . . . Major targets were 
Andre the Giant and Greg Gagne . . . Left AWA 
after one year and went on a world tour, traveling 
to Europe and Asia to attain international experi- 
ence . . . Returned to the U.S. in 1981 . . . Imme- 
diately captured Louisiana State title... Sum- 
moned from the South by The Grand Wizard, who 
brought him to the WWF region . . . Was a major 
challenger for Bob  Backlund’s WWF title in 
1982... Left the Wizard’s stable to help old 
friend Roddy Piper combat the House of Humper- 
dink as a member of ‘‘Piper’s Palace’? . . . Now 
competing in St. Louis, Puerto Rico, and Indianapo- 
lis . . . Hopes to soon land a shot against either 
Backlund, Ric Flair, or Nick Bockwinkel. O 
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FAVORITE MANEUVER 


“Definitely the superplex. A lot of guys can do 
the suplex, but only I administer the superplex 
correctly. A man’s neck and back are not 

built to sustain the impact of a suplex from the 
second turnbuckle. | should be getting 
kickbacks from the hospitals for all the business 
I've been giving them. It’s the most devastating 
move in wrestling, and I’m the only man 

who does it right.” 


GREATEST MATCH 

“I am the only man to defeat Andre the Giant, but 
do I get credit for it? No. You won’t find it 

in the record book, but I know | beat him and that’s 
all that counts. It was in Winnipeg, Canada, 

in 1978. Once again, the officials are protecting that 
pituitary case and his unbeaten streak. 

Maybe now that the facts are in print, the wrestling 
community will grant me the respect I deserve.” 


MOST HATED OPPONENT 


“That little weasel Steve Keirn. I don’t know 
what was going through my head when I decided to 
place my trust in that ungrateful little 

weakling. I’ve been paying him back ever since, 
and that was a long time ago. Can you imagine him 
telling me I wasn’t pulling my weight in tag 

team matches? Nobody, and especially not Steve 
Keirn, gets away with that. I'll wrestle... 

make that embarrass, him in the ring any chance 
I get.” 


TOUGHEST OPPONENT 


“I'd have to say Larry Hennig. He’s experienced, 
he’s strong, and he knows his way around the 
ring. I faced him in 1978 when I was spending some 
time in the AWA. That elbow is a potent 
weapon. In fact, I started using the elbowsmash 
after that match. You always learn something 
from the tough matches. If I wrestled him now, I’m 
sure I would beat him. That was five years 

ago. I’ve grown up a lot since.” 


Sgt. Slaughter’s Austrian Mission: 


KEEP OTTO WANZ 
OUT OF AMERICA 


Sgt. Slaughter grimaces from the 
pressure of Otto Wanz’s armlock. 
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OBBY HEENAN IS not a Heenan needs a mercenary to Heenan needed to hear. 


stupid man, and he’llbe the carry out his orders, he just They have never worked 
first to let you in on that fact. doesn’t get any man, he gets a_ together before. They didn’t 
When he needs something he _ trained professional. even know each other before 
doesn’t have, he goes out and “Sgt. Slaughter, U.S.M.C., Heenan contacted him with an 


buys it. And when Bobby reporting for duty, sir!” That’sall offer that made Slaughter’s eyes 


If money is anything to Bobby Heenan, it is a way to get what he 
wants, and as one of professional wrestling’s most successful 
managers, he has a lot of the green to go around. He buys cars, 
boats, and on this occasion, a man to do his bidding. The manis_, 
Sgt. Slaughter. The target of his attack is former AWA champ 
Otto Wanz 


light up like the metal on the end 
of the bayonet that he keeps as a 
souvenir of his Marine Corps days. 

“That’s my man,” Heenan 
said. “Il mean, he’s really my 
man. | own him. He put a price 
on his own head and 1 doled out 
the cash. Well spent cash, | might 


add. | know he will get the. 


job done.” 

The job? Make sure that Otto 
Wanz never returns to America. 
A pretty large undertaking for 
any wrestler, even the maniacal 
Slaughter. One can be sure, 
however, that Heenan wouldn’t 
be too upset if his current charge 
could put the former AWA 
champion out of the sport 
forever. : ’ 

“It is my gift to the wrestling 
community,” Heenan boasted. 
“No longer will wrestlers in 
these United States be forced to 
suffer from claustrophobia as 
they stand in the ring with that 
mound of foreign poundage. No 
longer will wrestling fans have to 
see the rolls of flesh cascading 
over his belt. I’m doing this to 
repay this sport for all it’s given 
to me. Generous, huh?” 

Heenan’s tone was a bit less 
philanthropic when confronted 
with the possibility that his 
actions might be based on the 
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fear that Wanz would come back 
to regain the title from Nick 
Bockwinkel. 

“Come on, be serious,” he 
responded. “Do you honestly 
think Nicky would be worried 
about the ‘Blob from the 
Backwoods’? A good movie 
title,” Heenan laughed. “We 
proved that Nick was already 
better. That’s history, yesterday’s 
news. Once again, | try to do 
something for the people and 
I’m shot down. How ungrateful 
can you get?” 

The contract was signed and 
Slaughter was on his way to 
Austria to face Wanz on Wanz’s 
home field. But the former AWA 
titleholder had some different 
ideas as to what would happen in 
the ring. 

“| know of Slaughter, though | 
did not wrestle with him when | 
was in the United States,’ Wanz 
said. “| am not worried. | am 
training hard for this match. | 
have made him the main target 
of my training. 

“1 also know why he is coming 
here. It is Heenan who sent him. 
But | don’t care. | signed the 
contract anyway. | must prove to 
Heenan that | am not scared. | 
will be back in Americasoon and 
| will challenge Nick Bockwinkel 


Wanz prepared both physically and mentally for the 
invading Marine (left). Slaughter maneuvers to the ropes, 
forcing Wanz to release his armlock (above). 


for the title.” 

There was no doubt as to who 
would be the crowd favorite that 
night. Even though he lost the 
AWA belt, Wanz is still loved by 
his countrymen. Slaughter, on 
the other hand, entered the ring 
amid thunderous boos and 
catcalls. He didn’t need a 
translater to tell him what the 
Austrian fans thought of him. As 
Wanz made his way down the 
aisle, fans threw flowers at his 
feet, a custom throughout 
Europe for fan favorites. 

This was a battle of giants. The 
two pitted strength against 
strength throughout the bout, 
trading armlocks and headlocks 
in the early going. 

As the match progressed, it 
seemed as if both Wanz and 
Slaughter were looking for a 
quick ending. Slaughter pulled 
Wanz into a camel clutch. The 
pain registered all over Wanz’s 
face as he attempted to break 
free. Finally, Wanz managed to 
get to his knees, and a quick 
forward roll countered the 
situation. 

He grabbed hold of Slaughter’s 
legs and turned him over into a 
full Boston crab. Slaughter 
painfully tried to make his way to 
the ropes, which would have 


Both wrestlers were able to escape submission holds; Wanz, the camel clutch 
(above); Slaughter, the Boston crab (below). Wanz took Nick Bockwinkel’s 
AWA title once (right) and plans to do it again. 


forced the referee to break the 


hold. Slaughter then had 
another idea. He began twisting 
his upper body back and forth, 
hoping to throw Wanz off 
balance. It worked, and 
Slaughter was free. 

After this exchange, the bout 
turned into a slugfest. The 
European fans, unaccustomed to 


the brutality being played out in 
the ring, sat in disbelief as Wanz 
and Slaughter punched and 
kicked each other. Finally, a 
frustrated Slaughter placed a 
blatant chokehold on his 
opponent, and when he didn’t 
break the hold at the ring 
official’s request, he was 
disqualified. Wanz’s hand was 


raised in victory. 
“Heenan knew what he was 


doing when he hired Set. 
Slaughter,” Wanz said after the 
match. “It didn’t matter if he 
won or not. Heenan just wanted 
to see me hurt, or better, put out 
of wrestling. He does not know 
European wrestling, however. In 
Europe, we don’t let wrestlers 
break the rules. The referees are 
tough. Slaughter could never get 
away here with what he does in 
the United States. It is a good 
reminder of what American 
wrestling is like. | should thank 
Bobby Heenan. He’s helping me 
to get into shape.” O 
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T'S COLD DURING the night in Minneapolis. 

At my age, those things seem important. 
Heading for a bar that looks friendly, the age- 
old question arises. Do not ask what it is. Let 
us make our visit. 

Bourbon helps a man think, puts things into 
perspective. Bourbon on a cold night helps a 
man think he can keep warm. That's a lie, of 
course, but a lie can be better than nothing. 

I’m somewhere on the wrong side of drink- 
ing as | write this. About three hours ago, 
when logic ruled the world, | saw Crusher 
Blackwell. The man is a globular behemoth, 
his face shrouded in hair that spills about him 
like an angry storm. They tell me he weighs over 
470 pounds. No reason to doubt it. That's two 
of any other pair of human beings | happen to 
know. Facts like these help to put the incredi- 
ble in its proper perspective. 

I've seen big men before. I’ve seen bourbon 
before, for that matter, and a few other things 
that are nobody's business but mine. But get- 
ting back to big men. I’ve seen them before, 
and you can count on them to have certain 
limitations. It’s important for the rest of us to 
know that they have limitations, so we don’t 
feel all small and unsubstantial. These gargan- 
tuans are slow, fairly clumsy, and can be 
defeated when their opponent has a good 
night. Size has never been particularly impres- 
sive to me. But Blackwell is particularly 
impressive. 

The man can move! He may weigh a quarter 
of a ton, but he can get around. | saw the behe- 
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moth dropkick! Ask any physicist; there are 
natural laws against that. He also knows wres- 
tling strategy and can execute his plans to per- 
fection. He is the big man who defies the limi- 
tations. That’s scary. Watching him is like 
watching a nightmare that is intent on tortur- 
ing you. For he’s meaner than any three 
drunks with enough money for only one drink 
between them. 


Ss. 
— 


Blackwell propels himself from the turnbuckles at a 
prone Dino Bravo. 


CRUSHER 


‘BLACKWELL 


Blackwell uses his enormous strength as he whips Greg 
Gagne across the ring into the turnbuckles. But strength 
is not this 470-pounder’s only attribute. 


Watching him wrestle is like watching that 
nightmare come to life. He finds the rest of us, 
the small and the weak, beneath contempt. He 
knows he can squash our essence into mush 
at the mildest whim. If it comes down to it, he 
holds the power of life and death within his 
huge substance. Not only does he know it, he 
delights in the fact that we know it. He is 
almost inhuman, or superhuman, or some Cat- 
egory man has never needed to discern. Black- 
well is not really one of us. 

This night, before the bourbon and during 
the fear, | saw him tag team wrestle with Sheik 
Adnan Al-Kaissie against AWA tag team 
champions Jim Brunzell and Greg Gagne. 
Brunzell and Gagne are young, strong, attrac- 
tive, and effortlessly noble. Good and evil 
warred in the ring this evening, and | feared for 
good’s fate. | watched as good survived, at 


times even flourished, but always risked disas- 
ter. It was ugly, horrific, and bad enough to 
drive me to this bar. In the war between good 
and evil, bourbon is how the desperate salve 
their wounds. Blackwell forces us all into the 
camp of the desperate. 

| suppose we could expect no other out- 
come. Blackwell, by decree of birth, has been 
separated from the rest of us, defying our 
demands of how the race must appear. When 
the other is larger, quicker, and stronger than 
he by rights should be, then we must all accept 
the consequences. Wrestling must accept a 
man bigger than other men, able to do things 


Blackwell defies the law of gravity as he soars through 
the air to land a dropkick on his stunned opponent. 


a man his size could never do before. The rest 
of us must accept that Blackwell is our night- 
mare fear come to life and somehow we must 
live with that. Bourbon is the coward’s way 
out. Blackwell can easily make us cowards. J 
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THE MYSTERY BEHIND 
THE MIDNIGHT RIDER 


AMES J. DILLON looked our 

reporter straight in the eyes 
and said, “I know who The Mid- 
night Rider is and I won’t stand 
for any more foolishness’ on the 
part of the NWA!” 

According to the Florida man- 
ager, The Midnight Rider and 
Dusty Rhodes are the same man. 

And if they are? 

“If Dusty Rhodes is in fact The 
Midnight Rider,’’ explains NWA 
President Bob Geigel, ‘‘I would 
have no other recourse than to 
suspend him from wrestling for a 
full year.”’ 

The problem, however, remains 
how to prove that Dusty and The 
Midnight Rider are one and the 
same. 

“*‘There’s no question that these 
two are the same man,’ Dillon 
told Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 
**All you have to do is look at the 
facts. First of all, look at the out- 
fit that the Rider wears: cowboy 
boots, a cowboy hat, and a pair 
of rodeo gloves. How many wres- 
tlers do you know in this sport 
who would wear that kind of 
crap? Only Dusty Rhodes. 

“Then look at his build,’’ Dil- 
lon continued. ‘‘There’s only one 
man I know with that kind of a 
build, and no mask in the world 
can hide that. 

**And look at his style!’’ said 
Dillon. ‘“‘The Midnight Rider uses 
the same feeble moves, has the 
same limited repertoire, and 
makes the same stupid mistakes as 
Dusty Rhodes. If all of this 


HOW DUSTY RHODES 
DISGRACED WRESTLING 


doesn’t’ add up to _ irrefutable 
proof, than I’m not James J. Dil- 
lon, esquire, ruler of Florida 
wrestling.” 

Granted, all of this circumstan- 
tial evidence adds up to quite a 
case against Dusty Rhodes. But 
sorry Dillon: The only irrefutable 
proof that the NWA will accept is 
if The Midnight Rider is un- 
masked during an NWA-sanc- 
tioned match in front of an NWA 
official. 

Understanding the legal stand 
of the NWA, Dillon has offered 
$10,000 to the man who can un- 
mask The Midnight Rider in front 
of an appropriate association 
official. 

Dillon must be quite sure of 
himself to offer that kind of 
money. 


Sullivan cites The Midnight Rider’s physique and wrestling style as proof that 
the mysterious masked man is in fact Dusty Rhodes. The Rider sets up Sullivan 
for a right to the head (above). Sullivan aims his fist at the Rider as he leaps from 
the middle turnbuckle (bottom). 


When Dusty Rhodes lost a Loser-Leave-Florida match to Kevin 
Sullivan, he was ordered to stop wrestling in Florida for 60 days. 
Just as Dusty left the state, The Midnight Rider began wrestling 
in Florida. Are Dusty Rhodes and The Midnight Rider one and 


the same? 


\ 
oltlis . 


Photos by Bill Apter 


The strongest piece of evidence 


in favor of Rhodes’ case of not’ 


being the Rider is his contention 
that he has been wrestling in 
Houston during the time that The 
Midnight Rider has been in 
Florida. 

Pro Wrestling Ilustrated sent 
Senior Editor Bill Apter to Hous- 
ton to investigate this claim. 

“T discovered that Dusty has in 
fact wrestled in Houston since los- 
ing that match with Sullivan in 
Florida,”” reported Apter, ‘“‘but 
never on the same night that The 


Midnight Rider wrestled in 
Florida.” 
Another strike against Dusty 
Rhodes. 


“The Dream is dead, and The 
Midnight Rider rises phoenixlike 
from his ashes,’’ declares Kevin 
Sullivan, ‘‘but I know for truth 
that these two are one. The 
American Dream is dead, but 
Dusty Rhodes lives in the guise of 
The Midnight Rider. I will elimi- 
nate the Rider in the same way I 
eliminated Rhodes. He will not es- 
cape my wrath,”’ 

Kevin Sullivan is as determined 
in his beliefs as J.J. Dillon. After 
long hours of heated debate, the 
editors of Pro Wrestling Illustrat- 
ed have decided that Dusty 
Rhodes and The Midnight Rider 
are the same person. 

This does not. mean that we are 
calling for the banning of Dusty 
from wrestling. No, we believe in 
the American system of justice, 
that every man is innocent until 
proven guilty. If someone is able 
to unmask The Midnight Rider 
and prove that he is not Dusty 
Rhodes, then we will apologize 
and retract our ‘statements. 

Until then, however, we must 
admit that the evidence in Florida 
overwhelmingly points to the sin- 
gular conclusion that Dusty 
Rhodes is the Midnight Rider. 

If this is in fact the case, we 
must realize that Dusty Rhodes 
has disgraced not only himself, 
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but all of professional wrestling. 


Consider: For years, young 
wrestling fans have looked up to 
Dusty Rhodes as a role model, an 
example of ‘sportsmanship and 
fair play in a sport where stabbing 
one’s friend in the back is as 
common as a dropkick. 

Dusty, a two-time NWA cham- 


pion, has long been able to set a 


fine example for wrestling fans 
everywhere. No matter what the 
consequences, he has always abid- 
ed by the rules of the sport. 
But if Dusty has returned to 


* Florida under the hood of The 


Midnight Rider, it amounts to one 
of the greatest abuses of NWA 
policy in recent years. 

In a Loser-Leave-State match, 


— 


The First Issue Of The 


PRO WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED ANNUAL 
—_ available by mail! 


This gigantic collector's issue was a complete 
sell-out on the newsstand. But, for a limited 
time (and in limited quantities), the action- 
packed Annual is available by mail. This 
special edition was the biggest, most colorful 
magazine we have ever published. More 
stories, more full-color photos, and excellence 
in the tradition of Pro Wrestling Illustrated, 
the best-selling wrestling magazine in 
the world. 
Here's What's Inside: 
Stories on: TOMMY RICH, RIC FLAIR AND 

4A ‘ RICK STEAMBOAT, BOB BACKLUND, BARRY 

WINDHAM, MIL MASCARAS AND DUSTY RHODES! 


Giant, Full-Color Action Pinups 
Of ANDRE VS. KILLER KHAN, 
DUSTY RHODES VS. HARLEY 
RAGE, BRUNO SAMMARTINO US. 
LARRY ZBYSZKO! 


ONLY $2 per issue 


TV SPORTS INC. pw annua 
BOX 48 

ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 
11571 


Please send me copy(ies) of 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated Annual. 


| enclose $2 for each copy. 
Sullivan, his strength sapped by a severe loss of blood, tries to rip off the Rider’s 
mask. Sullivan has been told by NWA President Bob Geigel that the only way he 


can prove The Midnight Rider is actually Dusty Rhodes is to unmask him in 
front of an NWA official. 


NAME 


ADDRESS 
the decision is final: The loser sion would be an embarrassment 
leaves the state for the length of | to Dusty Rhodes, to the fans of 
time stipulated in the contract. If | Dusty who have admired his hon- 
Dusty is the Rider, he has  esty and truthfulness for so long, | or a// orders except the U.S. and Canada, 

you must add one dollar (U.S.) for each copy 
breached that contract. and to the NWA, whose rules and ordered for boat mail, and two dollars (U.S) 


Violation of the 60-day suspen- regulations are being ignored. L) | for each copy to be sent airmail. U.S. funds 
: only. Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
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CITY 


STATE ZIP 


WHAT THEY ARE SAVING 


(Continued from Page 18) 


EDDIE GILBERT 


“IT don’t know how I can thank Bob Backlund and Arnold 
Skoaland. Bob has virtually become my mentor in the past few 
months, and he has taught me an incredible amount about 
professional wrestling. He’s taught me moves, maneuvers, 
counter-maneuvers, and hundreds of little things I can’t imagine 
learning anywhere else. And the support that Mr. Skoaland 
has added has been incredibly valuable as well. Those 

two have been like a brother and a father to me lately, and | 
really appreciate it.’’ 


RIC FLAIR SSeS iis a 


“After a year and a half as NWA champion, I’m going to lay 
down the law. I’ve been defending my title for too long against 
undeserving wrestlers. | know that everyone wants a shot at the 
champion, but from now on these people are going to have 
to prove their worth to me. From now on, nobody gets a 
piece of Ric Flair until they've proved that they deserve that title 
shot. End of story.’’ 


MICHAEL HAYES 


“People in Texas must be getting brain damage from all the 
heat in this state. Or maybe it’s because they're so far from 
normal civilization. Or maybe it’s due to the fact that they 
all have the IQs of cactus plants. Whatever it is, all | know is that 
they cheer for the Von Erichs. Can you imagine anything 


more stupid and senseless than that? These people around here 
are a joke!”’ 


TED DiBIASE (2 3 a Sa ri 


“Half of my mail tells me that I’ve made a mistake, that | 
should go back to being a failure. The other half of my mail is 
supporting me, telling me that I’m more exciting a wrestler 
now than I’ve ever been in my career. Well, | agree with 

the second half of my fans. You can’t please all of the people all 
of the time, but you've got to please yourself. I’m happy with 
my career right now, and I’m not about to change my style.” 
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* SUPERSTAR x 


WRESTLING GAME 


THE MOST EXCITING, 


TRUE-TO-LIFE 


WRESTLING GAME 


EVER INVENTED! 


~— 


ALL THE ACTION OF LIVE MATCHES 
RIGHT IN YOUR HOME! 


RINGSIDE SEAT 


Now you can have a ringside seat to the 
most exciting wrestling matches of all- 
time! Re-live the fury of the famous 
Shea Stadium battle between Pedro 
Morales and Bruno Sammartino! Ac- 
tually pit Dory Funk, Jr. against his 
brother Terry Funk — and make it a 
Texas Death match to boot! Witness 
the incredible Superfly Snuka battle it 
out. with the dastardly Superstar 
Graham in wild, no-holds-barred com- 
bat! Pit the talented Bob Backlund 
against the agile Nick Bockwinkle ina 
“‘promoter’s dream” match-of-the-cen- 
tury! Square off the Incredible Hulk 
Hogan against Andre The Giant — or 
better yet — make them an awesome 
tag-team duo! 


TEXAS DEATH 


Act now, and you can be the exclusive 
promoter of the action-packed 
Superstar Wrestling Federation. Only 
you can sanction Title Defenses and 
Texas Death matches! For added ex- 
citement, arrange Battle Royals, Tag- 
Teams and Steel Cage matches! Ar- 
range the matches you've always 
wanted to see! Post your own ratings! 
Determine the true world champion! 


ACTIONCARDS 


Each of the over 30 wrestlers included 
in the Superstar Wrestling Game has 
his very own, personalized, ActionCard. 
Each ActionCard contains computer 
generated data based on the wrestler’s 
actual ring performances. 


No detail is overlooked! Superfly 
Snuka actually performs his devastat- 
ing Death Leap! Very few escape Black 
Jack Mulligan’s vicious claw! Watch 
out for Roddy Piper’s foreign objects! 


YOU'RE THE WRESTLER 
You've finally made it to the big time! 
The tension is so thick, you can cut it 
with a foreign object. On any given day 
you can become Ivan Putski, Super 
Destroyer, Crusher Blackwell, or 
some other world famous grappler! At 
the bell, you both roll the dice and abso- 
lute mayhem breaks loose! You ex- 
change forearms and dropkicks with 
your foe. Suddenly. you're locked in an 
octopus-like bear hug. But. instead of 
submitting. you break the hold and 
counter with an explosion of elbow 
smashes, followed by a bone-crushing 
body slam ... Excitement like this truly 
radiates from each and every match. 
Only you can decide whether to go for 
the pin. or to inflict more punishment. 
The choice is solely up to you because 
now ... you're the wrestler! 


SUPERSTARS 
UNDER YOUR ROOF 
Bob Backlund ... Nick Bockwinkle ... 
Ric Flair ... Superfly Snuka ... Otto 
Wanz ... Mil Mascaras ... Andre the 
Giant ... Pedro Morales ... Hulk Hogan 
.. Jack Brisco ... Terry Funk ... Dory 
Funk, Jr. ... Superstar Graham ... Cow- 


WE PAY POSTAGE! 


* SUPERSTAR WRESTLING GAME * 


BOX 68, DEPT. PWI 
WOODMERE, N.Y. 11598 


[J | can’t wait to jump in the ring! Please send me my SUPERSTAR WRESTLING GAME 
postage paid. Enclosed is $10 for each order. Payment: 
| M.O. 


Cash Check 


NAME 


boy Bob Orton ... Mad Dog Vachon ... 
Harley Race Dusty Rhodes 
Tommy Rich ... Ken Patera ... Crippler 
Stevens Bruno Sammartino 
Playboy Buddy Rose Crusher 
Blackwell ... Ted DiBiase ... Blackjack 
Mulligan ... Super Destroyer ... Ivan 
Putski ... Chief Wahoo McDaniel ... Mr. 
Fuji ... Bruiser ... Roddy Piper ... Ric 
Martel ... Magnificent Muraco ... Chief 
Jay Strongbow ... and Abdullah the 
Butcher!!! 


EVERYTHING YOU NEED 


As soon as your postman delivers the 
Superstar Wrestling Game, you'll be 
ready to play. Each game includes: 

© 35 Action cards 

@ 2 sets of playing dice 

e rule booklet & scoring sheets 

® special results chart to record 

who-beat-who, and how often. 


You can play the Superstar Wrestling 
Game all by yourself, or you and your 
friends can compete in Head-To-Head 
competition! Tag-Team matches and 
Battle Royals are especially exciting 
when everyone takes a man! 


So. don’t delay — order today. No true 
wrestling fan should be without one!! 


ADDRESS —____ = 


CITY —~ 


STATE _ — 


_ ZIP 


TOO SKNNY? 


Amazing New Hercuplan 
Guarantees 


A NEW SHAPE 
‘IN 30 DAYS 
or pay nothing! 


. 

You can’t turn skin and bones into powerful 
muscles. Now add the weight you need to build 
those powerful muscles in 30 days. How? Simply 
take one-a-day HERCUPLAN tablets with our 
Scientifically prescribed meals. Don’t let poor 
eating habits rob you of a powerfully appealing 
body. 30 day HERCUPLAN Program must work 
for you, too, or simply return the HERCUPLAN 
label for full refund. Complete 30-day 
HERCUPLAN Program is now only $5.95. 
Special 60-day supply only $10.98. 

Add $1.00 for Express Delivery Service 
Send to: Rush Industries, Dept. HU79BB 
871 Willis Ave., Albertson, N.Y. 11507 


In Minutes... 
GET RID OF BLACKHEADS, 
WHITEHEADS, AND OTHER 


COMPLEXION PROBLEMS! 
Doctor formulated...Bio 
Masque-M.D. works like 
magic! Attracts blackheads 
and other complexion pro- 
blems like a magnet. As it 
lifts out impuritiés freeing - 
clogged pores...restoring ~ 
‘baby-smooth’, ' \\ 
skin. Developed by a S . 
doctor...proven on scores of delighted patients... 
and Now Available Without Prescription...Hear at 
last is a medically proven method that's effective, is 
hypo-allergenic, painless, and safe for al! types of 
skin, Thrill to a fresher, smoother looking skin. Now 
you can have the skin you have always desired 
————MONEY BACK GUARANTEE———— 
4 oz. Bottle only $4.98 Special! 3 Only $11.98 
Add $1 00 for Express Delivery Service 
Send Today to: RUSH IND., }NC. - Dept. EP79BB 
871 Willis Avenue, Aibertson, New York 11507 


Great For Balding, Thinning, 
See-Thru Hair! 


Science has doneit ...improved on nature...and 
found a way to give you thicker, fuller, longer 
looking hair IN JUST DAYS—so vital for a 
younger more vigorous appearance 

It is a scientific fact that your hair, like any 
natural fiber, can be impregnated to be stronger, 
thicker and fuller. How? A newly developed hair 
thickener begins where nature left off. Gives new 
body to each individual hair, increases the width 
of each hair, for that LONGER, THICKER, FULLER 
APPEARANCE. 

The following SCIENTIFIC LABORATORY 
PHOTOS show the effects of the Vitamin B5 
(Pathenol) and Proteins in Long 'n Strong on split 
ends, and also show the thickened increase of the 
diameter of the hair. 

UP TO 15% 


SpiitEnd BX \ 
Correction 


THICKER oe! 


LONG'n STRONG ALLOWS HAIR TO GROW LONGER, 
THICKER, HEALTHIER AND STRONGER 
MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
4 oz. Bottle $4.95 Special! 2 only $8.98, 
Send to: Rush Ind. Dept. KR79BB 
871 Willis Ave., Albertson, N.Y. 11507 
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Between Falls 


(Continued from Page 6) 


changed the fans’ opinions of you. 
You can and will uphold your title, 
but not if you wrestle in this style. 
Please, go back to skill and abil- 
ity and stay away from hatred and 
bloodlust. 
JAMES FIGARD 
San Antonio, TX 


UNNATURAL WEAPON 

How can Gary Hart sleep at 
night? In your ‘‘Press Conference”’ 
with him in the April 1983 issue. 
He stated that Kabuki “‘is entitled 
to use all of his natural gifts in the 
ring.” Does this mean that Hart 
believes Kabuki’s green fog is a 
natural talent? Kabuki spits green 
fog the way Hart belches after 
drinking beer? Bull! Kabuki’s green 
fog is an unnatural weapon that 
should be outlawed. It’s injured too 
many wrestlers in the past years, 
and the wrestling commissions 
should get together and do some- 


thing...and fast! Kabuki must be 
stopped! 
AMANDA MITCHELL 
Baton Rouge, LA 


SATAN’S TOOL 
So Kevin Sullivan is involved in 
satanism? Beware, Kevin, you're 
playing with fire! You may think 
that you’ve got the whole world in 
the palm of your hand, but you will 
soon learn how quickly your hand 
becomes empty. You may believe 
you are using Satan for your own 
gain, but in fact you are nothing 
but Satan’s tool. In the end, you 
will be cast aside in the same way 
that you are casting aside your 
opponents. Enjoy your brief vic- 
tories and pleasures while they last, 
Kevin Sullivan, because when you 
play with fire you’re bound to get 
burned. 
DAMIAN MARSHALL 
St. Petersburg, FL 


Kevin Sullivan faces a bleak future, writes Damian Marshall. 
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Spell any word perfectly! 293 of 
the most frequently misspelled 
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spots to avoid. Plus new FUN-TO- 
DO Method locks simple spelling 
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People judge you 
by how you 
“come across* 
when you speak 
or write. You pro- 
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worthwhile 
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can't express 
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unintelligent. If your English. is poor your boss can't 
know how smart you really are, so advancement 
becomes more difficult. Even your sweetheart or closest 
friends may never fully realize how bright & interesting 
you are. : 
Now you can easily end these frustrating setbacks. In 
only weeks, this amazing self-teaching method will 
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and pronunciation! You will read faster with better 
understanding. You will speak and write clearly and will 
be listened to, understood, and respected. You will gain 
self-confidence! 
Clearly presented simple tips. No boring study. Helps 
ss Civil service, school, military and job tests. Send 
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Dressing Room Confidential 


(Continued from Page 8) 


Muraco stops Morales with an elbowsmash to the chest. It was Pedro, however, 
who controlled most of the match until he sustained an injury to his left knee. 


| knocked on Morales’ 
dressing room door ever so 
lightly. Interviewing fallen 
champions has never been one 
of my strengths as a reporter. | 
was kind of hoping Pedro 
wouldn't hear my knock. He did. 

“Come on in, door’s open,” 
said a surprisingly cheer- 
ful voice. 

“Ahh, Stu, welcome,” Pedro 
said smiling. “Hey, I’m not sure 
if you should be here. | think the 
doctor quarantined the area.” 

| was the only reporter there. | 
was admittedly uncomfortable 
being by myself with the man 
who had just lost one of the most 
prestigious titles in wrestling. 
Pedro Morales, as most 
wrestling fans know, possesses 
a volatile temper. In the ring, he 
uses his emotions to bring forth 
his reserves of energy. Rarely 
will you see Morales score a 
victory before his opponent has 
angered him. But away from the 
ring, Pedro Morales is 
a gentleman. 

“| guess your buddies [my 


fellow media members] thought 
I'd be going crazy or something,” 
Pedfo said. Morales rubbed his 
left knee, grimaced momentarily, 
and then forced himself to smile 
again. | could tell he was trying 
to ease my obvious tension. 

There was a knock on the 
door. | expected to turn around 
and see more reporters, but it 
was the doctor. ‘‘Hey, I'll leave if 
you...” 

Morales cut me off. ‘No, no, 
friend, stay,”’ he said. “You don’t 
mind, huh Doc?” 

The doctor shrugged his 
shoulders and began working on 
Pedro’s knee. It was the knee 
that had cost Morales his 
championship. He injured it on 
the steel piece that supports the 
turnbuckles when Muraco 
avoided the champion’s full- 
speed charge to the corner. 
Pedro was able to continue the 
match, but from time to time you 
could see the knee sag under his 
body weight. The end came 
when Morales whipped Muraco 
into the ropes and scooped him 


up for a bodyslam. Muraco’s 275 
pounds forced the damaged 
knee to buckle and give 
completely. Morales fell 
backward with his challenger on 
top of his chest. The referee 
counted to three, and Morales’ 
14-month title reign hadcome to 
an end. 

“| can't take a thing away from 
Don Muraco,’’ Morales said. ‘‘He 
knew where my. weakness was 
and he took advantage of it, just 
like | would have done to him. | 
lost. I'm not happy about it, but 
it's something | have to live with. 
Muraco was the better man 
tonight, and he’s got the belt to 
prove it.” 

Morales knows the agony of 
defeat. He lost the WWF title to 
Stan Stasiak in 1973 after 
almost a two-year reign. And he 
lost the Intercontinental title to 
Muraco in 1981 for a five-month 
period before regaining it and 
beginning the title reign that had 
just ended. ‘‘Defeat isn't 
something you can learn to deal 
with through repetition,” Pedro 
said. “You should never accept 
defeat. If you do, you geta loser’s 
mentality. Most people do not 
know what to do when they are 
beaten. Some bang walls, some 
go into seclusion. But they are 
not helping themselves. When 
you lose—especially when you 
lose a major title—you have to 
use that loss as a sign that 
perhaps you re not working hard 
enough in the gym or perhaps 
you didn’t prepare your strategy 
well enough. 

“lf you punch a wall, all 
you're going to get is a broken 
hand. If you cut yourself off from 
the world, all you're going to do 
is lose your friends. If you're a 
true professional, you're going 
to realize that your opportunity 
will come again if you work hard 
enough. And that’s just what | 
plan to do.” 

Pedro Morales is a_ true 
professional. What's more, he’s 
a true gentleman. O 
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(Continued from Page 10) 


ingly admits. ‘‘He still takes me to 
the limit every time we wrestle. I 
cannot knock his wrestling ability.”’ 

Pedro Morales admits that a 
slight miscalculation led to his loss 
of the Intercontinental title to Mag- 
nificent Muraco. “‘I got sloppy and 
it cost me,’’ Pedro said. ‘‘Muraco 
was in the corner and I was about 
to ram into him with my knee, but 
he moved out of the way. I hurt 
the knee pretty badly. After all the 
times I’ve wrestled Muraco, I! 
should have realized that he was 
playing possum. I don’t like the 
man, but I have to admit he’s 
clever.”’ 

Wahoo McDaniel has signed for 
a match against AWA champion 
Nick Bockwinkel later this month. 
Bobby Heenan, Bockwinkel’s man- 
ager, is making a last-minute bid to 
have McDaniel’s tomahawk chop 
banned. In a letter to AWA Presi- 
dent Stanley Blackburn, Heenan 
wrote, ‘‘It is a cruel and inhuman 
maneuver that could damage a 
man’s windpipe for life.” 

Japanese correspondent Wally 
Yamaguchi reports that since Mr. 
Saito returned to Japan, he has 
publicly denounced the way he was 
treated by Capt. Lou Albano in the 
WWE. As you know, Albano fired 
Saito after he and Mr. Fuji lost the 
WWFE tag team title to the Strong- 
bows. ‘‘Saito says that Albano 
booked him and Fuji for too many 
title matches night after night,”’ 
Yamaguchi reports. ‘Sometimes, 
Saito said, he even forced them to 
defend the belts twice a day. It was 
inhuman. And he also says that Al- 
bano paid them next to nothing, 
using the same line he used for 
Jimmy Snuka: He was investing: 
Saito says he is glad to be away 
from Albano and hopes Mr. Fuji 
comes to his senses and leaves him 
as well,”’ 

Ivan Putski is wrestling in Texas 
with one goal in mind: capturing 


The Polish Power, Ivan Putski, is 
currently wrestling throughout the 
state of Texas. Putski’s target is Tully 
Blanchard, who currently holds the 
Southwest heavyweight championship. 


the Southwest championship belt 
from Tully Blanchard. ‘‘This is a 
very important belt, and it really 
makes Texas look lousy for a 
skunk like Blanchard to be wearing 
it,’ says Putski. . . Terry Allen is 
gaining more experience in Florida 
and hopes to get a shot at the State 
title held by Kevin Sullivan. . . 
Tag team partners Ken Patera and 
Bobby Duncum both want title 
matches against Missouri champion 
Kerry Von Erich. . . Buddy Rog- 
ers says his son Buddy Jr. would 
like to become a professional wres- 
tler within the next couple of years. 
“*He’s been working out in the gym 
with Superfly Snuka and learning 


an awful lot,’’ Rogers said, a smile 
crossing his face. “Ya know some- 
thing? I. think he listens to Jimmy 
more than he listens to his old 
man.” 

James J. Dillon paid the Fabu- 
lous Kangaroos a fat $10,000 bo- 
nus when they regained the Global 
tag team title from Scott McGhee 
and Terry Allen. . . The feud in 
Louisiana between Gino Hernandez 
and Mr. Wrestling II began in Tex- 
as over a year ago and has not 
calmed down a bit... Sgt. 
Slaughter is back in the United 
States after a tour of Europe. He 
hopes to sign for a series of match- 
es in the WWF soon: 


5 
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Bobo Brazil twists the arm of Greg 
Valentine. Greg’s father, Johnny 
Valentine, had a bitter rivalry with 
Brazil in the 2s Pate Greg has 
sworn to pick up where his father 


left off. 


Bobo Brazil had many memora- 
ble battles against Johnny Valentine 
in the late-1960s. They were bitter 
rivals. Now Johnny’s son, Greg, 
has taken up the family crusade 
and has signed for several matches 
against Brazil in St. Louis. 

“The guy has been a pest to the 
Valentine family for too long 
now,”’ says Greg. “‘It’s time Bobo 
was put out to pasture, and it is 
only fitting for a Valentine to do 
its 

That’s all for now. See you at 
ringside! OJ 
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Dr, R.L. reports contributing to the INCREASE IN HEIGHT of his parents 
between the ages of 1B 10 25 by as much as 3%". (From the annales of Phys. 
ical Meckcine} 


“MAN GROWS to 40 and sometimes 50" according to late Curator of Phys- 
ical Anthropology of the Smithsonian institute. Some facts recently con: 
firmed by Washington Doctor 


“The Influence of Exercise on Growth” revealed by U.S. Surgeon, (From 
the Journal of Gkoerimental Medicine) A controlied group experiment 


oh Let Sk ak and weight as 2 result of experiments on 
boys from to 17." Studies in Physical Development and 
Posture. (From U.S, Public Health Bulletin. 
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Me. C.A. claims anc testifies to HEIGHT |NCREASE of 1%" 
at age of 54, 


Mr, AS. writes to leading newspaper how tathar INCREASED 


HEIGHT by 1%". 

Medical literature reveals SPINAL GROWTH can be voter 
rupted by excessive pressures and if deformity can be 
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aged — GROWTH WILL RESUME N.Y. Academy of 
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and want to kndw the facts about Short Stature and Hesgnt 
Incresse in adults and youngsters and what Science has done 
in this field or if you are @ parent who is concerned about 
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tert instantly to Sive you Sledge Hammer 
abe Power and Strength. “Hammer Fists” 

weighted arm builders buckle on yout, wrists so you 
can wear them anytime at work or play. 


Reinforce Your Power. Build Your Strength. 
Silently, without any special effort, hour by hour, day 
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become more successful than he. 

“I look back at my 15 years in 
pro wrestling and I get very mad,” 
Roop said. ‘‘The champions have 
always ducked me. Every NWA 
champion has gone out of his way 
to avoid me. I should’ve won the 
NWA belt ‘years ago, but how 
could I become champion if I never 
get a title shot?’’ 

I pointed out to Roop that the 
way to get a title shot is to become 
a top contender. And the way to 
become a top contender is to defeat 
other top contenders. The knock 
on Roop has been that he doesn’t 
stay in one area long enough to rise 
in the NWA ratings. He gets frus- 
trated too easily, it seems. The men 
who get the title shots are those 
who build a following in one area. 
Roop has always been something 
of a wrestling gypsy. 

“There have been reasons for 
that,” Roop explained, ‘‘A few 
years ago, in Florida, I was up for 
a shot at the NWA title when Jack 
Brisco held the belt. But before the 
Florida promoters would let me in 
the area, they forced me to sign an 
open contract. That meant I had to 
wrestle whoever they wanted me to 
wrestle. Every night my opponent 
was Dusty Rhodes, that fat pig. I 
had no choice but to wrestle him. 
So here I was, the number one 
contender in the NWA, and I had 
a hard time getting a title match. 
Look, I’ve been around. I know 
when I’m being screwed. Obvious- 
ly, the NWA didn’t want me to 
win the belt from Brisco, who, by 
the way, also ducked me in the 
amateurs. So I got out of Florida 
fast.” 

Many maintain that Roop would 
have received a title shot had he 
remained in Florida. But the pat- 
tern was repeated in every area in 
which he wrestled. Georgia, the 
WWE, the AWA, Louisiana— 
Roop always won most of his 
matches but didn’t stay long 
enough to earn a title shot. 


Now Roop is back in Georgia. 
And I noticed a change in his atti- 
tude. “I’m going to do things dif- 
ferently this time around,’’ Roop 
told me. ‘“‘It’s like when I went 
back to school after the Army; I’m 
older, wiser, meaner, but more pa- 
tient. Even though they forced me 
to sign another open contract, I’m 
not going to let that bother me. If 
they want me to wrestle Tommy 
Rich, fine. Paul Orndorff? No 
problem. Bruce Reed? Bring him 
on. I’m going to stay in Georgia 
until Ric Flair has to give me a title 
shot. I figure Georgia will order 
Flair to wrestle me. And let me tell 
you why.”’ 

Roop leaned back in his chair 
and smiled. ‘I was a fool in the 
past,’ he said. “I used to go a 
little bit slower against bums like 
Rhodes or his fat friend Dick Mur- 
doch. It was something I had 
learned in the amateurs. You 
know, save your best for the cham- 
pionship match. Don’t waste your 
energy on the guys you can beat 
easily. But that was wrong. I see 
now you’ve got to destroy guys like 
that, not just beat them. You’ve 
got to get them out of the way. 
One by one. And that’s just what 
I’m gonna do here in Georgia. 
Tommy Rich: I'll break his neck 
with my spinecrusher. Goodbye 
Tommy. Bruce Reed: [| think a 
knee off the top rope will finish 
him. Dick Murdoch: Hmmm, let’s 
see. He should be the easiest of all. 
One by one they are going to go. 
Like little dominoes. Then Flair 
will have to give me a shot, and 
finally, finally I will be a profes- 
sional champion.’’ 

Roop paused for a moment and 
then added, ‘“‘It’s been too long a 
wait for someone with my talent. 
And once I win the NWA title, ’m 
gonna make them pay for all the 
time they’ve stolen from me, all the 
years of frustration. One by one, 
bone by bone, they’re all gonna 
pay.”” O 
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On Assignment 


(Continued from Page 14) 


tance between my subjects and me. 
My editor, Peter King, constantly 
stresses to me the importance of 
not getting too chummy with the 
people I report on. I wasn’t imme- 
diately sure if I would open the 
door or not, and [ still don’t know 
why I did, Maybe it was the 
strange phone message, or maybe 
the rather forlorn expression on his 
face. 

He apologized profusely as he 
walked in. He had gotten my ad- 
dress from Eddie Gilbert, his cur- 
rent tag team partner who, if you 
read my column last issue, I spent 
New Year’s Eve with (something 
for which I’m still catching grief 


a7 


Garea and Martel celebrate their WWF championshi 


from Peter). 

**You know, love,’’ Tony said as 
he stirred his tea, ‘‘I spoke to Rick 
today.’’ Of course he meant. Rick 
Martel. “‘He’s doing really well. 
You know he’s being touted to 
beat Bockwinkel. That would be 
great. He deserves it.” 

“That’s a fine reason to be de- 
pressed,’’ I said. ‘‘Your best friend 
is about to become the AWA 
champion. Great reason for that 
long face.’’ I immediately regretted 
my sarcasm. 

“T know what you’re getting at, 
Liz. I should be happy. It’s just 
that . . . oh, I don’t know. It 


seems like every time I get a good 


—_— “ SS: 
victory over The 


Moondogs in 1981. Now Martel is challenging for the AWA championship, and 
Garea doesn’t know whether he can be happy for his friend. 


ws 


4 


tag team going, my partner leaves 
and makes a splash somewhere 
else. Like Rick. He’s gonna beat 
Bockwinkel. I know it. And now 
it’s Eddie Gilbert. Backlund’s taken 
him under his wing. He’ll hit the 
big time, too. I feel like the peren- 
nial bridesmaid.” 

- I began to understand his point. 
It has to be hard to share the spot- 
light, especially in a sport like wres- 
tling where individual achievement 
is so revered. 

“I know what you’re saying,’’ I 
offered with a bit of hesitation, 
“and if I were you .. . forget 
it.” Luckily, I caught myself. How 
could I possibly keep my journalis- 
tic relationship with Tony and give 
him advice at the same time? 

‘‘What? If you were me what?” 
he asked. 

I thought about Peter King and 
my responsibility as a journalist. 
Then I looked into Garea’s sad 
eyes. They were searching for the 
answer to the toughest problem he 
has: ever faced as a wrestler. I 
couldn’t let him leave in such a 
state. 

“Tony, obviously I’ve never 
been a wrestler,’ I began, “‘but I 
think your problem is more univer- 
sal than you might think. I think I 
had a similar experience when I[ 
graduated from journalism school. 
My best friend got a job on a ma- 
jor newspaper, and I thought she 
had the world in the palm of her 
hand. I felt more sorry for myself 
than happy for her. 

‘*A few months later, though, I 
had a freelance story printed in Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated. Now I'm a 
columnist, and I wouldn’t give up 
this job to be editor of The New 
York Times. 1 couldn’t be happier. 

“My point, Tony, is that you 
can’t measure your success by other 
people’s standards. Success is a per- 
sonal thing. Success is what makes 
you happy.” 

Tony gave me a wink and a kiss 
on the cheek and then left. Some- 
times people just need to be re- 
minded just how happy they are.[) 
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Martel, applying a side headlock on Sheik Adnan Al-Kaissie, has worked his 
way up to the top challenger’s position in the AWA and will soon receive a title 
shot. Losing to Bockwinkel could have a devastating effect on his career. 


he could drop his guard, lose the 
belt to an early challenger, and cast 
doubts upon his ability to maintain 
a hold on a major championship 
belt. Such a stigma could affect his 
career for many years to come. 

I believe that Rick will capture 
the AWA title from Nick Bock- 
winkel. He will defend the title with 
honor, bringing an integrity to the 
AWA championship that has been 
sorely lacking in the current regime. 

2) Rick Fails to Capture the Belt 
from Bockwinkel: There: are two 
directions Martel’s career could 
take given this result. He could 
continue to maintain a high profile 
and work his way back into con- 
tention. Or he could he affected in 
a manner few people have yet 
considered. 

I have seen many wrestlers who 
devote themselves entirely to an at- 
tempt to gain a particular title. 
Failure in that quest can. bring 
about the virtual ruination of a 
man’s attitude for a period of 
years. It’s a sad thing to see, and I 


particularly wouldn’t like to see it 
happen to Martel. I don’t think it 
will; his attitude is such that he is 
not likely to allow himself that kind 
of deterioration. But the pressures 
of being the top contender are ex- 
tremely intense. Literally anything 
could happen. 

Whether Rick Martel captures 
the AWA belt or not, the mere fact 
that he has remained the number 
one AWA contender for so long 
has served to focus the attention of 
the wrestling world on him. In 
many ways, Rick is receiving more 
attention right now than when he 
shared the WWF tag team title 
with Tony Garea. 

What Rick does over the next 
few months will be scrutinized by 
millions of wrestling fans around 
the world. His standing in the 
AWA ratings, his potential for fu- 
ture success, and the entire direc- 
tion of his professional career are 
riding on the success or failure of 
his current AWA tenure. 

But even more important than 


, -_ | 


the success or failure of Rick Mar- 
tel is the manner in which he deals 
with the eventual outcome of his 
stint in the AWA. Will he be able 
to greet success with the attitude 
necessary to keep himself under 
control? Will failure drive him to 
depression and a gradual deteriora- 
tion of his attitude and his ring 
style? 

Rick Martel is under a tremen- 
dous amount of pressure right 
now. How he handles that pressure 
could make or break his profes- 
sional reputation. 1983 could be the 
year Rick Martel writes wrestling 
history, or 1983 could prove to the 
world that Rick Martel is not capa- 
ble of achieving the success most 
fans wish for him. O 


MOVING? 

a | 
| Kindly give us 8 weeks | 
| advance notice. | 


| Are you moving? If youare, please give | 
us 8 weeks advance notice so we can 
continue to service your subscription 
promptly. Check which of the maga- 
zine(s) listed below you subscribe to: 


O THE WRESTLER 
O INSIDE WRESTLING 


O SPORTS REVIEW 
WRESTLING 


O PRO WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED 


Name 


Old Address 


City 
Stete Zip 


New Address 


City 
saie “Zip 


Clip this form and send to: 

TV SPORTS, INC. 

BOX 48 

| ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 


Our Best MOVIE PROJECTOR 
SHOWS BOTH COLOR = 
i 


AND BLACK & WHITE FILM = /_ ()) | 
SUPER8 _. MST] seneciaee, 
38MM /42 / NX Hi 


“Automatic 
Self-threading <* 
beg = 


— 


; 


yd 
\ ae 
’ Adjustable Lens 
«Stop Action 10 DAY FREE TRIAL 
Switch GUARANTEE, 
= Try the Deluxe Projector 
for ten days at our risk. 
ai If you aren't delighted, 


return it for a prompt 


refund no questions asked! 
® Luminous, hooded screen at no extra charge. 
® Precision ground, adjustable lenses, 
® Miracle film self-threader. 
®Stop action switch for frame by frame en- 
joyment. 
® Rugged construction for long life. 


On-off 
Switch 


Transformer permits operation 
from household current - Save 
on batteries only $4.50 
1 Honor House Products Corp. Dept5 33PX36 
! Lynbrook, New York 11563 


Gentiemen: | have read your guarantee and 
; Would like you to send me: 
iF The deluxe projector, | enclose $19.95 
1 


1 

1 

1 

plus $1-50 for postage and handling. 

This deluxe Super 8 and 8MM home movie projector ' 
has many features you might expect to find only in | (] The transtormer. | enclose $4.50 \ 
Projectors costing many times more. Battery opera- 1 oO COD. | enclose $2 deposit and will pay ; 
tion affords complete portability. The - optional 1 postman the balance plus COD charges, 4 
1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


transformer permits operation from regular household ! 
current and freomed with its own fooed screen to let ! O song. itll in sucuntaeuranies * 
you see movies even in broad daylight. The built-in | aye 
film threader takes the hassle out of starting-up. It . ADDRESS 
even has a stop-action switch to pinpoint scenes you ; CITY STATE 
especially want to enjoy. This rugged, long-lasting 1 ZIP SE 

projector is only $19.95 [batteries not included). N.Y. State Residents please add sales tax. 


“BE INCHES SLIMMER 
THE DOCTOR'S WAY!” 


Rx 
INSTA-SLIM 
BELT 


FOR MEN! FOR WOMEN! . 


th 


A FEW FEATURES THAT MAKE THE FAMOUS Rx BELT 
SO FANTASTIC: 
* Take inches off waist! » Vital back support for Lum- 
bar & Sacro * Raises abdomen and keeps it there! 
incisional hernia support! 

10 Day Money back 


“INCHES 
OISAPPEAR!"* 
guarantee If not worn, 


soiled or damaged. ii Universal Bodybuilding . 
Box 6694, Dept. T-3 22, 
1) FOR MEN OR WOMEN. fa Detroit, Michigan 48240 


N Zin 32" $099 ig Send for FREE BOOKLET. *™ 
og Name 


ie Address 


ny jC 


MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY! a 
P’TTIiTititi fT | 


65 


‘ 
ESI 


HOW TO BUILDA 
POWERFUL BODY 


Fabulous Muscle Pumping Methods 
that stimulate muscular growth! 


How You Can Have: 
@ More Strength @Bigger Arms 
@ Wider Shoulders @Lose Fat 
@ Gain Muscular Weight @ Power- 
ful Chest @Trimmer Waist 


Made of Power-Knit 
SPANDEX to stretch with 
you. No wrinkle, no roll, 
no ride-up! Reinforced 
front and back. 


R. S. Sales, Dept: B8145 
1626 N. Wilcox, Hollywood, Ca. 90028 


. Add $1.50 for postage & handling, 


- State___..Zip 
Waist size 
6% sales tax. For COD send $4.00 


eposit. Worn, 
soiled or damaged items nonreturnable. 


Press Conference 


(Continued from Page 25) 


MURACO: Surprised? The 
only surprise that entered my 
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magnificent mind was realizing 
that a damn fool scum like 
Morales had enough intelligence 
in his pea-sized brain to execute 
such an elegant and complex 
maneuver as reversing my 
figure-four. You noticed, of 
course, how I was able to easily 
handle his ineffective counter 
and place Morales in a position 
of distinct, disadvantage. 
APTER: | also noticed that this 
match wasn’t much of a brawl. 
MURACO: The hell it wasn't, 
Apter! 

APTER: No, what I meant was 
that in your previous matches 
with Morales, there was a lot of 
chaos, a lot of out of the ring 
action, an occasional chair 
being thrown into the ring, and 
a lot of bloodshed. 
MURACO: 1s that what 
impresses you, bloodshed? 
APTER: No, but... 


Tox a 


Magnificent Muraco staggers back into the ring d 


MURACO: Listen, when I step 


I want to achieve. Occasionally 
I’m cheated out of a match here 
and there, like when Morales 
stole back the belt last year, but 
that doesn’t happen too often. 
My style is that of perfection 
matched to the moment. If that 
clown in the ring with me wants 
to wrestle, I’ll outwrestle him; if 
he wants to brawl, I can 
outbrawl him. 
SAKS: Was the 
brawling in this match 
something that your new 
manager, Captain Lou Albano, 
planned out for you? 


lack of 


MURACO: You don’t get it, do - 


you? There wasn’t any strategy. 
I don’t need any strategy. 

APTER: Then why the 
difference in ring styles between 
tonight’s match and the matches 
you had with Pedro last year? 
MURACO: How the _ hell 
should I know? Best as I can 


uring the bloody November 


23, 1981, title match in which Morales originally regained the Intercontinental belt. 


figure it out, Pedro is just} 


getting old. He can’t wrestle 
anymore, and eyen in his glory 
days he wasn’t all that hot. He’s 
getting slower with each passing 
- day, and I know for a fact, from 
being in the ring with him 
so many times over the past year 
or so, he just can’t move the way 
he used to. Pedro is on his way 
out. His day has come and gone. 
The future of the WWF belongs 
to Magnificent Muraco! 
PETERS: So you’re saying that 
Morales was a pushover? 
MURACO: Yeah, I'm saying 
that Morales was a pushover. 
PETERS: He was good enough 
to take the title back from you 
last year and hold on to it 
until now. 
MURACO: The only reason he 
held on to the belt was because I 
wasn't around to take it away 
from him. 
SAKS: I notice you didn’t give 
Morales an immediate rematch 
for the title, as is customary. 
MURACO: He doesn’t deserve 


arematch. He doesn’t deserve to 


be in the same ring with me. 
APTER: What about your 
plans for the future? 
MURACO: Backlund. I want 
Backlund’s title. I want to be the 
first wrestler in history to hold 
both the WWF Intercontinental 
title and the WWF heavyweight 
title. I don’t think itll be too 
tough. 
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PETERS: You’ve wrestled 
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Backlund many times before. 

What makes you think you can 

defeat him now? 

MURACO: I can beat him, 
' that’s what counts. This inter- 
“view is over. 
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Please send me the back issues I’ve checked. Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. Print your ONLY 


d add learly. 
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APTER: Wait, one more Number of Magazines Ordered 

question, just tellus... 

MURACO: Forget it, I have to Name 

shower and get dressed. I havea Address Apt. 
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WORLD WRESTLING 
FEDERATION 


1 6 
BOB BACKLUND (Champion) PEDRO MORALES 


2 7 
MAGNIFICENT MURACO SUPERSTAR GRAHAM 


: 3 8 
IVAN KOLOFF ROCKY JOHNSON 
4 9 
Li JIMMY SNUKA RAY STEVENS 
f tS. 5 10 
IVAN KOLOFF JOHN STUDD EDDIE GILBERT 
~A | NATIONAL 
WRESTLING ALLIANCE 
1 6 
RIC FLAIR (Champion) JACK BRISCO 
2 7 
GREG VALENTINE BOB ARMSTRONG 
3 8 
PAUL ORNDORFF BARRY WINDHAM 
4 9 
MIKE GRAHAM HARLEY RACE 
5 10 
KERRY VON ERICH RODDY PIPER 
AMERICAN WRESTLING 
ASSOCIATION 
1 6 
NICK BOCKWINKEL (Champion) KEN PATERA 
2 7 
RICK MARTEL JESSE VENTURA | 
3 8 
HULK HOGAN MAD DOG VACHON 


4 9 
WAHOO McDANIEL TULLY BLANCHARD 


5 10 
JERRY LAWLER CRUSHER BLACKWELL 
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TAG TEAMS 


1 6 
SGT. SLAUGHTER & DON KERNODLE THE FABULOUS KANGAROOS 


GREG GAGNE & JIM BRUNZELL | THE FREEBIRDS 
JAY & JULES STRONGBOW RICK MORTON & KEN LUCAS 
THE SAMOAN Ss RICK STEAMBOT & JAY YOUNGBLOOD 
THE MOONDOGS CRUSHER BLACKWELL & SHEIK 
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MOST POPULAR 
1 6 
JIMMY SNUKA BOB BACKLUND 
ANDRE THE GIANT JUNKYARD DOG 
RICK MARTEL JACK BRISCO 
HULK HOGAN TOMMY RICH 
DUSTY RHODES DAVID VON ERICH 


MOST HATED 


1 6 
TED DiBIASE SUPERSTAR GRAHAM 
2 7 
| KEVIN SULLIVAN BUZZ SAWYER 
iN 3 8 
_ MAGNIFICENT MURACO GREG VALENTINE 


4 9 
RIC FLAIR BOB ARMSTRONG 


TED DiBIASE 


5 10 
NICK BOCKWINKEL TULLY BLANCHARD 


Now, Even If You Have Been Thin For Years, You Can 


GAIN 8 5,10,15 POUNDS 


without dangerous drugs, without exercise, 


without unpleasant tasting medicines, 
MEN—an impressive manly body, 
WOMEN —a curvier, glamorous figure. 


If you had started this amazing method just a 
few short weeks ago, right now you could 


be upto 5, 10, even 15 pounds 
heavier or more! 


At last, no matter what you have tried, no 
matter what you have done, if you are 
a normally healthy person, you can gain up 
to 5, 10, 15 pounds or more safely, surely; 
pleasantly, and that's a guaranteed money- 
back fact. 


Yes now, even if you have been thin for 
years, you can have the fuller, more attrac- 
tive body you have always wanted without 
dangerous drugs, without heart-straining 
exercise, without unpleasant tasting 
medicines! / 

This exciting method is easy, pleasant, 
and medically sound beyond a shadow of a 
doubt, and your own Doctor could tell you 
the same thing. { 


e HERE'S ALL YOU DO 


Before meals, or whenever you feel like it, 
you take delicious, chewable, nutritionally 
fortified GAIN tablets and that's it! No other 
medication to take. Nothing difficult or un- 
pleasant to do, and without even being aware 
of it, a wonderfully exciting change takes 
place. 

Those high-calorie GAIN tablets are rich 
in body-building materials! They not only 
add weight themselves, but they sharpen 
your appetite! You look forward to meal- 
times, and without even realizing it, you 
Start to eat more and almost immediately 
the weight gaining process begins! 


As you follow your GAIN Plan which 
includes nutritional high calorie menus. You 
add pounds and inches to your arms, legs, 
chest, hips, everywhere. You'll be amazed at 
the fantastic transformation that occurs 
... a8 thin, unattractive areas start to 
develop into new magnetic appeal. You'll be 


SKINNY MEN AND WOMEN 
ARE NOT ATTRACTIVE 


~~ et ics 


. a skinny, scrawny body is no asset 
in social or business life. Give the GAIN 
Plan a chance to help build you up and 
put firm flesh on you. 
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>. 


thrilled to discover that as you gain weight 
you will have more pep and energy for all 
the wonderful things in life! 


THINK OF WHAT THIS CAN 
MEAN TO YOU 


If you are one of those ‘unfortunate people 
who can’t wear all the new high style 
clothes you want to wear... if you are 
ashamed of the way you look in a bathing 
suit... embarrassed because your legs 
are too thin and spindly... . your chest is 
too flat... your arms aren't the full, 
rounded limbs they were meant to be... If 
you long for a more attractive-looking body, 
the safe, pleasant GAIN Plan can be the 
answer to your prayers! 


Yes, now, with the GAIN Plan to help, 
it's so easy, So pleasant to add pounds and 
inches of firm, attractive flesh ... so full- 
filling to feel better, stronger, more vital and 
alive! But don’t take our word for it. Prove 
it to yourself at our risk! 

Ifyou sincerely want to gain weight, and 
to look better and feel better as a result, _ 


HERE IS OUR OFFER... 


We honestly believe the GAIN Plan to be 
the finest and most effective product of its 
type sold anywhere in the world today, and 
to prove our confidence, we’are backing that 
statement up with this honest, straight- 
forward offer... 

Try the fabulous new GAIN Plan in your 


GAIN IS SAFE 


GAIN is not a dangerous drug, medi- 
cine or a fishy-tasting oil. It is made 
of safe, pure ingredients, contains 
nothing which could possibly harm you, 
and may even be taken with complete 
safety by children, ~ 


GAIN-PRODUCTS CORP. ® Box 2346, Carbondale, III. 62901 


MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 


Send for the GAIN Plan today. Try 

if for 7 days entirely at our risk. If, 
at the end of 7 days, you haven't 
Started to gain pounds and inches 
and to look better and to feel better 
... If you aren't convinced the GAIN 
Plan is a safe, pleasant, way to 
gain weight, don’t keep it! Return 
the empty bottle and get your 
money back immediately, 
no questions asked! 


own home at our risk. Subject it to any 

test you like. Weigh yourself before you 
start. Weigh yourself later. If you haven't 
started to see substantial weight gain within 
7 days, and if you don't feel better and look 
better as a result, or, if you are not com- 
pletely satisfied for any reason, PAY 
NOTHING! It's just as simple:as that. 


If you are in doubt... . even if you think 
nothing can possibly help you, for the sake 
of your appearance, and your happiness, at 
least try it! If the GAIN Plan works the way 
we know it will, you'll agree itis worth the 
few dollars it cost. 

On the other hand, if it doesn't work the 
way you expected, it costs you nothing, and 
a least you have had the satisfaction of 
trying it at our expense. 

What could be fairer than that? The next 
move is up to you. Once and for all, de- 
termine to do something about your under- 
weight! We know you'll be happy you did. 


VITAL NOTE 
A current issue of a famous 
medical journal reports on a 
recent government controlled 
study. This study, conducted 
over a 24 year period on 5,000 
Underweight and overweight men 
and women, proves that being 
underweight is as injurious to 
health and longevity as being 

: overweight. 
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GAIN PRODUCTS CORP. Dept G619 
Box 2346, Carbondale, Ill. 62901 


Please send my package of GAIN Plan im- 
mediately with the understanding that if | am 
not satisfied, | may have my money back, no 
questions asked. 
CO One GAIN PLAN for $9.98 
O SAVE $2.00! Order 2 for $17.96 
(0 SAVE $5.00! Order 3 for $25.00 
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SHARPALL ¢ ~ 4 


lets you 


Sharpen Saws... 


Shop and Garden Tools — ~~~ 
for Home and Industry 


NOW! Use your SPARETIME to 
BEAT inflation and the high cost of living! 
With Sharp-All it's easy to start your own busi- 
ness. No selling is involved, no inventory. People 
bring in their work... you take in year round 
CASH Profits and keep 90¢ out of every dollar you 
earn. Work sparetime or fulltime right at home in 
your garage, basement or tool shed. Work the 
hours you want — FREE Book tells how to start 
your own business even while working at your 
regular job. 


arted —No Franchise Fees! 


; i { dollars to get started in 
don't have to invest thousands 0 
Genes for yourself. Low Cost SHARP-ALL and our 45 years of 


i ing si income, pius the desire 
i in helping sincere men earn extra Inco ; 

Sar abped is all ta need. Fully illustrated Operators Manual Shea 
Kea actly how to sharpen eac’ 


-by-step instructions, shows ex ea 
Ee ain pet business, what to charge, how to get free a lpteithe 
ool the “tricks of the trade”. And, SHARP-ALL does 


precision job that brings customers back time after time. 
Send for FREE Book “Lifetime Security.” Do It Today! 


it's EASY To Get St 


Big PROFITS — Plenty of business waiting for qualified men. 
Every home and business has saws and tools that need 
periodic sharpening. There's plenty of business waiting for 
the man who can sharpen saws, planer knives, jointer 
blades, wood chisels, scissors, pinking shears, snips, 
lawnmowers, axes and other garden, shop and home tools. 
Sharp-All does ALL these jobs and more... quickly, and at a ACT NOW! 
big profit. You will be sharpening headquarters for carpenters, There is NO OBLIGATION and Coupon 

Brings 


builders, lumberyards, factories, home workshops and hob- 


byists... hundreds of jobs right in your own neighborhood. NO SALESMAN Will Call! Full Details! 


SEND FOR FREE FACTS TODAY! 
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Please send me________ copies of WRESTLING ALBUM #5. l enclose $5 
for each Album | order. 
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Address 


City. =< * ae SS tate = = = Zin 
Please allow at least 3-4 weeks for delivery. U.S. funds only. 


AVAILABLE’ 
ONLYBY 
MAIL 


WRESTLING ALBUM ~ 
#5, the best, most-colorful 
album ever, is now available through this 
special mail-order offer. Seventy-three of 
wrestling’s greatest superstars have been 
captured for you in brand-new, full-page 
portraits. The Album is printed on sturdy 
semi-gloss paper to give you years of enjoy- 
ment. You will never get closer to your 
favorite wrestler than in the star-studded 
pages of WRESTLING ALBUM #5 


SPECIAL BONUS: SUPER FULL- 
COLOR SECTION 


WRESTLING ALBUM #5 contains a superb 
FULL-COLOR section, featuring magnificent - 
full-page portraits of the seven wrestlers 
shown below. No Album has ever been so 
crammed with color! 


SPECIAL NOTE: Our last Album was a 
complete sellout and is now considered a 
collector's item. So order your copy of 
WRESTLING ALBUM #5 today. Remember: 
This beautiful Album is available only 
through the mail—it cannot be purchased 
in any store for any price. Only $5 per copy. 


